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VIRGINIA INDUSTRIALIZED BUILDING UNIT
AND MOBILE HOME SAFETY REGULATIONS
ARTICLE 1 -- ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 100. DEFINITIONS

APPROVED an applied to a materiasl, device, mode of construction,
labeled unit or as otherwise used in theae Regulations
means approved by the State Corporation Commission unless the

context clearly indicates another meaning.

APPROVED TESTING FACILITY means an organizaticn, or an

architect or professional engineer registered in Virginia,
determined by the Commission to be speclally qualified by
reason of facilities, personnel, experience and demonstrated
reliability, to investigate, test and evaluate industrialized
building units and mobile homes; to list asuch units complying
with standards approved by the Commission; to provide adequate
follow~-up services at the point of manufacture to insure

that production units are in full compliance; and to provide
a label, seal or other evidence of compliance on each unlt.
An approved testing facility may utilize the services of
other organizations or individuals determined by it to be
qualified and relisble in performing any of these functions,
provided that the approved teating facility shall be held

responsible for all such services.

COMMISSION means the State Corporation Commission.
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INDUSTRIALIZED BUILDING UNIT or UNIT means a building

agsembly or system of bullding gub-assemblies, including

the necegsary electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating

and other service systems, manufactured off-site and

transported to the point of use for installation or erection,

with or without other specified components, as a finished

building or as a part of a finished building comprising two or
mote industrialized bullding units, and not designed for

ready removal to or installation or erection on another site.
Off-site, as used In this definition, refers to an industrialized
building unit produced at any place other than the location in the

completed bullding where it 18 permanently positioned.

LABELED as applied to an industrialized building unit or
moblle home means that the unit has been found by an approved
testing facility to be in full compliance with all applicable
safety standards specified by the Commission; and that the
unit has been provided with appropriate evidence of such com-
pliance by an approved, permanently affixed label, seal or
gimilar device; and that the finding of compliance by the
approved testing facility has been preceded by appropriate
investigation, testing and evaluation of the unit model
acceptable to the Commission; and that Iinspections and other
quality assurance follow-up services acceptable to the
Commission have been provided ar the polnt of manufacture te
the extent necessary to lnaure that each labeled production

unit complies with these Regulations.



Va.

IBU

-3-

THE LAW or THIS LAW means the Virginia Industrialized

Building Unit and Mobile Home Safety Law as embraced in

Chapter 305, Acts of Assembly, 1970.

LOCAL BUILDING OFFLCIAL means an officifal designated by any

city, town or county to eniorce structural, plumbing,
electrical, mechanical or other building regulations for

safety to 1life, health and property.

MOBILE HOME means an industrialized building unit constructed
on a chassis for towing to the point of use and designed

to be used, without a permanent foundation, for continuous
year-round occupancy as a dwelling; or two or more such units
separately towable, but deasigned to be joined together at

the point of use to form a single dwelling, and which is
designed for removal to, and installation or erection on

other sites.

MODEL measns a specific design, as designated by the producer,
of an industrialized building unit or mobile home. Production
mits of any model may include varlations and options that do
not affect compliance with the standards governing structural,
plumbing, mechanical or electrical systems or any other items

governed by these Regulations.

REGISTERED means a labeled industrialized building unit or
mobile home that bears a reglatraticn seal issued by the State
Corporation Commission in accordance with Article 5 of these

Regulations.
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101-1.

REGULATIONS means Regulations as defined by Section 101-~1.

SECTION 101, GENERAL

Title
These Regulations shall be known and may be cived as the "Virginia
Industrialized Building Unit and Mobile Home Safety Reguiations.”
Except as otherwise indicated, "Regulations' used herein shall mean
the "Virginia Industrialized Building Unit and Mobile Home Safaecy

Regulatiens.”

101-2. Application

(a)

101-3.

{a)

(b}

(c)

Effective Date
ective JAN 1

These Regulations shall apply to Industrialized building units and

mobile homes as defined by Section 100 of these Regulations.

1972

The effective date of rhese Regulations shall be :
except as may be otherwise specified for amendments and additional
Regulations hereafter adopted by the Commission; provided, however,
that industrialized building units and mobile homes that are labeled
on or after July 1, 1971 shall be sccepted as complying with these
Regulationa.

No person, firm or corporation shall offer for sale or rental, or
sell or rent, any industrialized building unit or mobile home which
has been produced after the effective date of any provision of these
Regulations unless it conforms with sueh proviglon of the Kegulations.
Nothing in these Regulations shall prevent the local adoption of
requirements for industrialized building units or mobile homes pro-

duced befora the effective date of these Hegulations where necessary

to provide for adequate safety to 1{fe, health and property.
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102-1.

SECTTION 102, ENFORCEMENT GENERALLY

General
These Regulations shall be enforced as prescribed by Chapter 345,
Acts of Agsembly, 1970. (Note: See Appendix A, '"Vigginia

Industrialized Bullding Unit and Mobile Home Safety Law.')

Inspection by Commission

The Commission, by its representative, shall have the right,

at all reasonable hours, to enter into and upon any industrialized
building unit or mobile home, not at the time occupied and used

as a dwelling unit, upon complaint of defects hazardous to health
and safety found by any person having an interest in any such

unit or upon request of local officials having juriadietion, for
examination as to compliance with these Regulations. Wherever such
representative shall find any violation theraof, he shall order the
party reaponsible therefor to bring the unit into compliance, within
a reasonsble time, to be fixed in the order. If the party cited in
tile order shall feel aggrieved by such ordar, he may within ten days
after notiee of such ordar, appeal to the Commission and the cause
of his complaint shall be at once investipgsated by the Commission,
and unless its authority under such order 1a revoked, the same shall

remain in force and be complied with by such parcy.
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10Z-1, Beferral to Local Bullding Gfficial

I{ the nature of the violation is such that it may be remedied
under Section 103 of these Regulations, the Commission's represen—
tative may refer the matter to the local buliding officfal for

enforcement.

102-4. Limitation of Manufacturers Liasbility

The manufacturer of the unit shall not be required to remedy
violations cauged by on-site work by others nat under his control
or violations Invelving components and materials furnished by

cthers and not inecluded with the unit.

102-5. Penalty for Violation

Any person, firm or corporation viclating any provisiocns of these
tules and regulations shall be subject tc the penalties proscribed

by Sectlon 12-81 of the Code of Virginia.

SECTION 103. ENFORCEMENT IN LOCALITITS

103-1. Responsibiliity of Local Buildinp Dificials

Every local bullding official is authorized to and shall enforce
the provisions of these Regulations within the limits of his juris-
diction. He shall not permit the use of any Industrialized building

unic that does not comply with these Regulations.
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103-2.

(a)

(b}

(e}

(d)

Labeled Industrialized Building Units

tndustrialized buillding units or mebile homes that are both
registered and labeled shall be acceptable in gll localities

as meeting the requirements of this law, and shall be acceptable
as meeting the requirements of safety to 1life, health and
property imposed by any ordinance of any local governing body

of this State without further investigation, testing or in-
spection. Hotwithstanding this provision, the local building
official is authorized to carry out the following functions
applicable to registered, labeled industrialized building units
provided they deo not involve disassembly of units or parts
thereof, or change of design, or result in the imposition of
more stringent conditions than those required by the approved
teating agency or by these Regulations.

He may, after ipstallation of the unir, verify that it has not
been damaged in transit to a degree that would render it unsafe,
Where indicated, this may include tests for tightness of plumbing
systems and gas piping and tests for shorts at the meter con-
nection in the electrical system.

He may verify that supplemental components required by the label
or by these Regulations are properly provided.

He may verify that the instructiens of the label for installation
and erection are observed.

He may verify that any special conditions or limitations of use
that are stipulated by the label pursuant to the standards of

Articles 2 and 3 of these Regulations are cbserved.
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(e}

(f)

(e)

(h)

_8_
He may require submission and approval of plana and speclfications
for the supporting structures, foundations including anchorages,
and all other components necessary to form the completed building
in combimation with the labeled units. He may require such
architectural and engineering services as may be gpecifically
authorized by the standards of Articles 2 and 3 of these Regulations
to assure that the supporting structures, foundations including
anchorages, and other components necessary to form the completed
building in combination with the labeled units are correctly
designed in accordance with these Regulations.
He may enforce applicable requirements of these Regulations for
alterations and additions to the units or to the bulldings of
which they are component parts, and for their malntenance. As an
ald thereto, he may require submission of plans and specifications
of the model of the unit. Such plans and specifications may be
furnighed on approved microfilm.
Where permitted by the atandards of Articles Z and 3, he may
establish local rules that require design for special wind, snow,
earthquake and other special local conditions whose existence is
verified by authoritative records. Such rules shall net become
effective uyneil filed with and approved by the State Corporation
Commission.
He may enforce local requirements, heretofore or hereafter adopted,
for zoning, fire limit or fire district construction requlrements,
outslde utility connections, preparation of site, location of unit
on the site, and ilssuance of building, plumbing, electrical, gas and

occupancy permics.
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He may verify that the unit bears the required State registration

seal and the proper label of the approved testing facility.

Unlabeled Industriplized Building Units and Mobile Homes

No unlabeled industrialized building unit or mobile home constructed
afrer the effective date of these Regulations shall be used uneil

it has been inspected by the local building official for compliance with
these Regulations. He shall require the unlts to be in compliance with
theae Regulatiens, and he may also require the unfts to comply with all
applicable local regulations. He shall enforce all applicable requira-
ments of these Regulations including those relating to the sale, reantal
and dispoaition of noncomplyiag units. In aid thereof he may require
gubmiagion of full plans and specifications for each unit and for che
completed bullding of which it is to be a part. He may require concealed
parts of the unit to be exposed to the extent necessary to permit
inapection to determine compliance with the applicable requirements,

The government of any locality for which a bullding officlal haa not
been appointed may exercise the powers of enforcement for unlabled
industrialized building units that are granted herein to the local

building official, except for inspection.

Disposition of Noncemplying Units

Where the local building official finds any unit that has been deliverel
for use in itls Jurisdiction to be in viclation of these Regulations,
he shall require the violations to be corrected before such use

and he may require the unit to be conspicuously
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103-5.

(a}
(b}

{c)
(d)
(e)
(£

104-1.

(a)

...20‘.
placarded to indicate that 1t may not be used In this State until
the corrections have been made. If the unit is moved to another
locality before the viclations are corrected, such placard shall
not be removed except upon permissicn of the bullding official
in the new lecality. 1If such locality has no bullding official,
permission shall be cbtained from the Commissicn before the

placard is removed.

Report tc the Commisslon

Where the unit ia moved from the jurisdiction of the local
building officlal before the violations have been corrected, he
shall make a prompt report of the circumstances to the Commission,
The treport shall include:

A list of the uncorrected violations.

All information contained on the label pertinent to the identifi-
cation of the unit and the manufacturer and the approved testing
facility.

The number of the State Corperation Commissicn registration seal.
The new destination of the unic, if known,

The party respensible for the moving of the unit.

Whether the unit was placarded for violationm.

SECTION 104. VARIANCE FROM REGULATIONS

¥When Variance May Be Granted

The Commission shall have the power upon appeal in specific cases
to authorize variances from the Regulations ge¢ as to permit
certain specified alternatives where the objectives of this law

can be fulfilled by such other means. Such appeals shall be in
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(b)

~11-
writing and shall be accompanied by the plans, specifications
and other Information necessary for an adequate evaluation of
the variance regquested.
Before any variance Is authorized, the lecal bullding official
having jurisdiction may be afforded an oppoertunity to present

his views and recommendaticns.

ARTICLE 2 -— SAFETY STANDARDS -- MOBILE HOMES

SECTION 200. REQUIREMENTS

Mobile homes produced after the effective date of these
Regulations shall be reascnably safe for the users thereof
and shall provide reasonable protection to the public against
the hazards thereof to life, health and property. Compliance
with the standard for mobile homes specified in Section 201
shall be acceptable evidence of compliasnce with this pro~

viaion.

SECTION 201. REFERENCE STANDARDS
The standard identified below is that referred to in
Section 200:

(1) Standard for Mobile Homes, Body and Frame Design and
Congtruction Requirements, and the Installation of
Plumbing, Heating and Electrical Syatems.

American National Standard All9.] - 1969

American Natlonal Standards Institute
1430 Broadway, New York, New York 10018

{Also published as NFPA Standard 501B
National Fire Protection Asaoclation
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Meseachusetts 02110)
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BUiuis 3 -- SAFRTY STARDARDS -- INDUSTRIALTIZED LULLD™NG
UNITS OTHER THAN MOBILE HOMES

SECTION 300, PREQUIREMENTS

Industrialized building units, other than wobile home.,

produced after the effective date of these Fepulations shall

be reasonably safe for the users thereof and shall provide
reasonable protection te the public against the hazards thereof
to 1life, health and property. Compliance with all applicable
requirements of the standards and cedes speclfied in Section 301
shall be acceptable evidence of compliance with this provision.
Where industrialized building units are used Iin combination with
each other or In combinacion with other components, compliance
of the entlre resulting butlding with all applicable require-
ments of the standards and codes specified in Section 301 shall

be acceptable evidence of compliance with this provision.
SECTION 301, REFERENCE STANDARDS

The standards identified below are those referred te in
Section 300:
(1) BOCA Basic Building Code - 1970 Edition

Building 0fficials and Code Adminiatrators Internaticnal,
Inc. = 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, Iliinols 00637
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(2} Either: State Plumbing Code - 1959 Adoption as smended in 1962

Commonwealth of Virginia, State Board of Health
Richmond, Vipginia 23219

or: Southern Standard Plumbing Code - 1967 Edition with 1970 Revisions

Southern Bullding Code Congreas
1116 Brown-Marx Bullding, Birmingham, Alabama 35203

(3) National Electrical Code - 1968 Edition

American National Standard C1-1968 (revision of C1-1965)

American Natlonal Standards Institute
1430 Broadway, New Yerk, New York 10018

(Also publighed as NFPA Standard 70
National Fire Protection Association
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02110}

ARTICLE 4 —- APPROVED TESTING FACILITIES

SECTION 400. PROCEDURES FOR APPROVAL

400-1. Application to Commission

(a)

(&)

Application may be made to the Commission for acceptance as an approved
teating facility as defined in Section 100, Applications shall be

made under oath and shall be accompanied by informatiocn and evidence
that 1s adequate for the Commission to determine whether the applicant
is specially qualified by reason of facilities, persomnnel, experience
and demonstrated reliability to investigate, test and evaluate indus-
trialized building units and mobile homes for compliance with these
Regulations, and to provide adequate follow-up and quality mssurance
services at the point of manufacture.

An approved testing facility shall not be affiliated with nor influenced
or controlled by producers, suppliers, or vendors of products in any
manner which might affect its capacity to render reports

of findings objectively and without bias. An approved
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(b)

(e}
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testing facility is judged to be free of such affiliacien,

influence, and contrel if it complies with all of the following:

1)

2

(3}

(4)

(53

Hae no managerial afffliation with producers, suppliers

or vendors, and is not engaged in the sale or promotion of
any product or material.

The results of its work accrue no financial benefits to the
sgency via stock ownership, and the 1like, of any producers,
suppliers, or vendors of the products involved.

Its directors and other management personnel, in such
capacities, receive no atock option, nor other financial
benefit from any producer, supplier, or vendor of the
product involved.

Has sufficient breadth of interest or activity that the
loss or award of a specific contract to determine compliance
of a producer’s, supplier’s, or vendor's product with these
Regulations would not be a determinative factor in its
finaneial well being.

The employment security status of its personnel is free of

influence or control of producers, suppliers, or vendors.

Information Required by Commission

The following information and criteria will be considered by the

Comnisasion in designating approved testing facilities:

Names of officers and location of offices.

Specification and description of services proposed to be

furnished under these Regulations.

Description of qualifications of personnel and thelr responaibilities.

Summary of organizational experience.
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(e) General description of procedures and facilities to be used
in proposed services, including evaluation of the model unict,
factory follow-up, quality assurance, labeling of production
unics, and specific information to be furnished on or with
labels.

(£) How deferrive units resulting from oversight are to be dealt
with.

(g) Acceptance of these services by independent accrediting
organizatlons and by other jurisdictions.

(h) Proof of independence and absence of conflict of interast.

ARTICLE 5 -- LABELING, REGISTRATION AND FEES
SECTION 500. LABELS

5001, Minimum Information Required

Every labeled industrialized buflding unit and mobile home
shall be marked with a label, seal or similar evidence of
compliance supplied by the approved testing facility that
bears the feollowing information directly or by referencet

(a) Wame and address of approved testing facility.

(b} Type of unit (mobile home or other type of induscriaiized buildlag
unit), and list of codes and standards for which the unit has
been evaluated, inspected and found In compliance by the ap-
proved testing facilicy.

{e) Serial number of label.
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(d) Specilal inatructions for lhandling, fostallatlon and erection,
or list of such lnstructions that are furnlaled separately
with the unit,
(e) Special conditfons or limitations of uvge of the unlt under the
standards for which che unft has been evaluated or list of such
cond{tions and limitationa cthat are furnishied separately with

the unlic.

300~2. Mounting of Label
To the extent practicable, the label ghall be so installed chat
it cannot be removed without destroying lt. It shall be applied
In the vicinilty of the electrical distributlon panel or other
location that is readily accesslible for {nspection. Where the
unit comprises 8 asystem of subwesemblies the required label may
be furnished as a single label for the system provided each
subasaembly g listed on or with the label and 18 marked by the
approved testing facllity fn some clearly ldentiffable wanner
that relates {t to the label.
500-3. Manufacturerh lats Plate and Other Markings
The following {nformatlon shall be placed ou one or more permanent
manufacturer'a data plates o the vicinity of the electrical
discribution panel or in sowe other locatlon that 1s readlly
accedsible for inspectlon, The approved teating faclility shall
approve the form, completweness and locatlon thereof:
(a} Manufacturer's name and address.
{b) Serlal number of the separate label of the approved testing

facility.
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{c) Menufacturer's serial number for the unit.

{d)} Name of manufacturer and model designation of major factory
installed appliances.

{e) Whers applicable, identification of permisaible type of gas
for appliances, designation of electrical ratings for single
and multiple cord entrance, directions for water and drain
connections.

(f) For mobile homes, a zone map indicating the zone the home is
designed for.

(g} For mobile homes, details relative to pler spacing and location
on which the home design ie based,

500-4. Label Control

The labels ahall be under direct control of the approved testing
factlity until applied by the manufacturer to units that comply
fully with these Repulations. The manufacturer shall place his
ordar for labels with the approved testing faclility. He is not
permitted to acquire labels from any other source. Each approved
testing facility shall keep a list of the serial numbers of labels
issued to each manufacturer's plant in such manner that a copy

of the record can be submitted to the Commission upon requeat.

SECTION 501. REGISTRATION OF LABELED UNITS

501~1. Registration Seal for Mobile Homes

Every labeled mobile home, composed of one or more units, shall
be marked with an approved reglstration seal issued by the Statz

Corporation Commiassion.
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501-2. Repistration Seal for Industrialized Building Units Other Than
Mobile Homes

Every such labeled unit, or combination thereof, that constitutes

a single family house or that constitutes a single famiiy living
unit in a bhuilding of multifamily occupancy, shall be marked

with an approved registration seal issued by the State Corporation
Commission. Every labeled unit or combination thereef that is
erected as a single bullding for some other type of occupancy shall
be marked with an approved registratvicn seal iessued by the State
Corporation Commission.

501-3. Issue of Registration Seals and Fees

Approved registration geals may be purchased from the State
Corporation Commission in advance of use. The fee for each
registration seal shall be 55.00. Checka shall be made payable
to "Treagurer of Virginia.™

561-4. Mounting of Recinmtration Seal

To the extent practicable, the regiastration seal shall be so
installed that it cannot be removed without destroying ic. It
shall be installed in the wicinity of the label applied by the
approved testing facllity or in the vicinity of the electriecal
distribution panel or other location that is readily accessible

for inspection.

A True Copy .
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