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L’Arche Blue Ridge Mountains celebrates new accessible 
homes development with ribbon cutting ceremony 

 
Richmond, VA -  Today L’Arche Blue Ridge Mountains (LBRM) joined with state and local 
officials for a ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the opening Vince’s Villa - a new home for 
individuals with disabilities in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
 
Vince’s Villa is the second home built by LBRM to provide a family-like home for people with 
disabilities and their assistance.   
 
“At Vince’s Villa, each resident will be supported and given the opportunity to discover their 
unique callings and abilities,” said Mark Russell, Community Leader with LBRM. 
 
Both homes built by LBRM provide 24/7 awake support for individuals who need assistance 
during the night, and feature elevators, accessible bathrooms, extra-wide hallways and large 
communal gathering spaces.   
 
“LBRM homes are meant to present an alternative to an institutional setting, providing the 
benefits of home along with the support and care residents need,” said Russell. 
 
Vince’s Villa will provide housing for five of LBRM’s core members and three of assistants, in 
addition to support from assistants who do not live in the home.  LBRM’s first project, Cosby 
Cottage, currently provides a home for five residents, called “core members,” and three live-in 
assistants.    
 
Vince’s Villa was made possible through various partnerships and programs, including a 
$500,000 low-interest forgivable loan and a $50,000 accessibility improvement grant through 
the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), as well as a 
$350,000 low-interest SPARC FLEX loan through the Virginia Housing Development Authority 
(VHDA). 
 
Several state and local officials were on-hand at the event, including LBRM board members.  
Those participating included Mark Russell; Susan Dewey, VHDA Executive Director; Bill 
Shelton, DHCD Director; Cec Heuslein, Board President, LBRM; Philip Jamerson; J.E. 
Jamerson & Sons, and core members Jane Tatum, Rani Walker and Cassidy Taylor. 
 
For more information visit: www.larchebrm.com.  
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