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Travel Green!
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A great opportunity to help make 

Main Street 

Green!
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� Voluntary
� All Sectors of Tourism
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� All Sectors of Tourism
� Environmental Benefits AND  

Cost Savings
� Efficient & Highly-Leveraged!
� Consumer-Involved



� Reduce Impacts 
� Increase Awareness 

1st:  Industry 

Program Goals
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1st:  Industry 
2nd:  Customers

� Improved Profitability for Participants
� Make Virginia….

A Green Tourism  Destination!



� 200-room hotel annually:
- 11.2 million gallons of water

The Environmental Impacts 
of the Hospitality Industry
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- 11.2 million gallons of water
- 500,000 pounds of trash
- 7.2 millions pounds of greenhouse 
gas emissions.



� Expected Reductions:    
- Water : 30%

Measurable Results!
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- Energy: 30%
- Solid Wastes: 50%.

� Significant COST SAVINGS!



1000 Virginia Green participants….  
- 1.5 billion gallons 

Measurable Results!
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- 1.5 billion gallons reduced water usage!

- 1 billion pounds reduced CO2 emissions!

- 60,000 tons reduced/recycled solid wastes!



All Sectors of Tourism!
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Lodging 450+! 



Restaurants! 140+!
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105+ Attractions!



Conference Centers!50 
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Convention Centers!  

ALL 4!
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30Visitor Centers!  
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30Visitor Centers!  



33
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33
Travel Organizations!



115+ Green Events!  
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More Sectors to Come!
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Sector Expansions!!
� Wineries
� Welcome Centers
� Parks
� Campgrounds
� Shopping
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� Shopping
� Marinas
� Golf Courses
� Tour Guide Services
� Breweries
� Transportation
� Film Productions



Green Products & Services:
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By The Numbers
444 Lodging 
103 Attractions
50 Conference Centers
4 Convention Centers
137 Restaurants
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137 Restaurants
28 Travel Organizations
33 Visitor Centers
115 Registered Events
90 VG Suppliers

TOTAL = 1040+!



By The Numbers
444 Lodging 
103 Attractions
50 Conference Centers
4 Convention Centers
137 Restaurants
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137 Restaurants
28 Travel Organizations
33 Visitor Centers
115 Registered Events
90 VG Suppliers

1000th Virginia Green Partner!



BEYOND 1000!
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Big Plans for 2011:
� Marketing & Outreach

� Sector Expansions
� Consumer Involvement
� Technical Assistance
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� Technical Assistance
� Green Products & Services

� Awards & Recognition



Marketing & Outreach!
� Videos
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� Videos
� Regional Challenges

� Anniversaries!
� Help Desks

� “Constant” Communication



Technical 
Assistance!!
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Consumer Involvement!!
� New Website
� Video
� Customer Feedback 
� Welcome Centers & 

Visitor Centers
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Visitor Centers
� Greening of Events & Conferences



VirginiaGreenTravel.org
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B2B Video
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Welcome Centers & 
Visitor Centers in 2011

� Video
� Regional VG Maps
� VG Signs/Displays
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� VG Signs/Displays
� VG Brochures, Flags, Pins
� VG Branding in WC’s 



Welcome Centers & 
Visitor Centers in 2011

� Regional VG Maps
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Welcome Centers & 
Visitor Centers in 2011

� VG Brochures, Flags, Pins
� VG Branding n WC’s
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Greening of Events & 
Conferences
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Conferences



How to Green Your Conference 
or Event?
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Before the Event…

� Green Venue
� Recycling
� Registration
� Printing
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� Printing
� Transportation
� Exhibitors & Vendors
� Green Sponsors
� Calculate Carbon Footprint



Greening the Facility…

� Optional Towel & Linen
� Recycling
� Energy Efficiency & Lighting
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� Energy Efficiency & Lighting
� Bulk Dispensers & Hand Dryers
� Thermostats
� Water Conservation



During the Event…
� Recycling
� Signage
� Polystyrene -X
� Disposables
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� Disposables
� Food & Beverages 
� Composting
� Box Lunches -X
� Water
� Green Field Trips



After the Event…

� Weigh & Measure
� Recommend Improvements
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� Recommend Improvements
� Report Success
� Offset Carbon Emissions



A great opportunity to make 

Main Street 

Green!
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Top 8 Ways to Use Virginia Green to Help 
Your Main Street Go Green!

8. Commit as a Virginia Green Supporting Organization

7. Recruit businesses to join Virginia Green

6. Set A Recruitment Goal
Recycling5. Show the Recycling

4. Throw Green Parties (and meetings)!

3. Green Getaway Packages

2. Feature VG at Visitor Centers

1. Make more $Green$!
39



Feedback & Questions
From You!
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South Street Inn



Travel Green, my friends!
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