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AGENDA (Part 2) 
 

DHCD WORKGROUP MEETING 
2012 Code Change Cycle 

 
August 22, 2013 at 9:30 

 
Virginia Housing Center 

 
NOTE:  These are the code changes that were sent out as a list in the  

June 24th memo as well as new and updated code changes. 
All remaining code changes will be discussed at the  

next Workgroup meeting on October 11, 2013. 
 
The agenda is very large and has been split into two files. 
 
START PART TWO: (PAGES 163 - 348) 
 
VBCOA IRC Committee - Note:  These code changes should be reviewed in particular by impacted 
stakeholders, the VBCOA IRC Committee (Chuck Bajnai), the VBCOA Energy Committee (Matt 
Westheimer) and the VPMIA PMG Committee (Shawn Strasburg). 
 

DESCRIPTION Page #
1. IRC R311.3.1 - Exterior landing. 163 
2. IRC R402.2.13 - Mechanical room ventilation.  VRC N1102.4.5 – Equipment room 

isolation. Carry-over. 
 

164 
3. IRC R403.1. - New exception. Footings not required for ramps no more than 30” above 

grade (R-3 AND R-5). 
 

166 
4. IRC Energy 403.2.2 and 403.2.2.2 – Sealing/Visual Inspection. Requires duct testing. 167 
5. IRC R403.4.2 and 403.6.  M1401.3 and M1401.3 – Energy, Equipment, Appliance sizing. 

Add new text and exception.  Two code changes. Carry-over. 
 

169 
6. IRC R602.3.1- Tall walls.  Carry-over. 173 
7. IRC R806 - Roof ventilation.  Carry-over. 175 
8. IRC M1501.2 - Transfer air.  Carry-over. 177 
9. IRC 1503.4 - Makeup air.  Carry-over. 178 
10. IRC G2411 - CSST standard.  Carry-over.  Note:  This will be discussed at the October 

11th meeting. No attachments now.  Standard is not finalized yet. 
N/A 

11. IRC R507 – Decks. Complete replacement of section.  Note: attachment to code change 
is the latest version submitted by C. Bajnai. 

 
180 

12. IRC R507.2 and 5067.2.3 – Decks. Three code changes.  Carry-over. 193 
13. IRC 202 - Habitable attic. Leave as is or consider 1/3 floor below.  Carry-over. 196 
14.  IRC E3902.2 - garage GFCI for freezers and garage door openers. 197 
15.  IRC Tables for Southern Pine lumber. 198 
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DESCRIPTION Page #
16.  IRC 607.2 – Length of hot water pipe. 229 
17. ISSUE (NO CODE CHANGES SUBMITTED): 

• IRC 602.10 – Wall bracing. Foyer/recreation rooms and walls over 12 feet? 
 

N/A 
 
VA-IAEI - Note:  This issue should be reviewed in particular by impacted stakeholders and VA-IAEI 
(Haywood Kines). 
 
 

DESCRIPTION Page #
1. Review emergency power for I occupancies if code changes submitted.  There was a VA 

Dept. of Health study on this issue.  Note: for now, this is informational only. 
 

N/A 
 
VFPA/FSBCC:  These code changes should be reviewed in particular by impacted stakeholders, VFPA 
and the SFMO: 
 
 

DESCRIPTION Page #
1. SFPC 103.2 - Administrative inspections, permits construction document.  SFPC Section 

106.3 covers all inspections deemed necessary or if something is missing can be done in 
Chapter 1 similar to USBC did some time ago?  T107.2 covers now all operational permits 
so if need others can add?  Open flame is broaden that clearly includes sterno canisters to 
warm food trays, but doesn’t cover other occupancies besides A such as B or M or R?  
901.2 needs to be correlated with the USBC 109 for construction documents as USBC 
governs copies that are disturbed to fire or maintenance officials, planning, zoning, public 
works and transportation departments?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

230 
2. SFPC 107.5.1, 107.13 - Clean-up; adds exception for issuance of explosive and firework 

permits by the SFMO. 
 

263 
3. SFPC SFM new fee for permissible fireworks on state property.  Legal issues. 265 
4. SFPC 107.6 and 107.14 - SFMO several code changes for new permit fees for complaints 

and hourly charge after 1st visit that had near consensus last August, 2012. The hourly fee 
now starts at the revisit.  Another fee code change has compliance inspections for hotels 
and motels and bed and breakfasts so how do the two works together with complaint 
inspections or there is not a relationship?  Is this complaint fee still an annual fee?  Why 
are B and B fees same as hotels up to 50 sleeping units?  For the retail sales of 
permissible fireworks, this fee was discussed last August and December, 2012 and had 
opposition.  One of the issues for compliance annual inspections of permissible firework 
retailers is the supporting statement say the purpose is to fine illegal fireworks and that 
presents legal and industry concerns not yet addressed.  The BHCD’s CDC had similar 
questions last year.  New fee for bonfires on state property.  Any idea on numbers seeing 
a need for this permit and inspection time for bonfires?  Need to vet with DGS and three 
colleges with building officials.  Need more information on all these new fee programs 
such as the staffing, risks assessment on need and budgets for income and expenditures.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

267 
5. SFPC 107.16 - SFMO permit fees not refundable.  Need some fixes.  The title says not 

refundable but there are refunds for certification fees.  Not sure it needs to be non-
refundable and can say refunds are for only these fees as has been done in the 2nd 
sentence?   

 
 
 

275 
6. SFPC 5601.4.3.1 - New SFMO fee for replacement of certificate.  Should this one be 

grouped with all the SFMO fees in chapter 1? 
 

276 
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DESCRIPTION Page #
7. SFPC 108.3 - Condition of permit. This change now deletes text in section and then adds 

a note with the same language.  The SFPC cannot direct what a building official does 
under the USBC, not even in a note.   

 
 

277 
8. SFPC - Sky lanterns 202 and 308.1.6.3.   279 
9. SFPC 403.3 - Crowd managers for A occupancies that is referenced in the supporting 

statement and only need when more than 1, 000 persons and then each 250 persons 
thereafter. 

 
 

280 
10. SFPC 307.1 – Approved outdoor live fire training exception. 283 
11. SFPC Chapter 4 rewrite.  Does reduce from 12 to 6 fire drills in I-1 and allows designation 

of an assembly point.  Since it is entire chapter, a better explanation of the changes that 
go beyond current requirements is needed so stakeholders can better understand the 
change besides clarity and format changes. 

 
 
 

284 
12. SFPC 404.2. - Evacuation plans. Bed and Breakfasts. 306 
13. SFPC 503.1- Would require fire apparatus access roads for new and existing tire storage 

yards.  Supporting statement indicates this is being done now. 
 

308 
14. SFPC 607.1 and other sections – Changes to existing building references. 309 
15. SFPC 609.3.3.3 - Tags kitchen hood systems.  From 2015 IFC code change.  Seems 

reasonable much like tagging of fire extinguishers. 
 

311 
16. SFPC IFC 703.3.3/703.1.1- Delete annual visual inspection all existing buildings for rated 

and fire-resistance construction.  Issues and questions are do owners file and do reports, 
how to identify what to inspect, are reports retained, covers all existing buildings, how 
related to the USBC VMC, how will SFMO implement and what are enforcement 
problems?  This needs study, cost impact and risk assessment. Will need for someone to 
educate owners?  Should any occupancy be exempted like dwelling units?  In SFPC or 
USBC VMC, it is those code officials who already are allowed to do periodic inspections.  
Was part of a STRB case. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

313 
17. SFPC 906.3/906.4 - SFMO new certification program fire extinguisher technician.  Need 

program details, numbers impacted, budget and staff information.  DHCD will work with 
the SFMO to determine if this code change and program requires statutory authorization.   

 
 

314 
18. USBC 307.1. USBC/SFPC 5001.3 NFPA 45 SFM to reference in SFPC only for 

laboratories operating with no control areas.  Issues include:  
• What code it was built under (so how does it violate the SFPC)? 
• Can this work in the SFPC only without conflicting with the USBC VCC or VRC and 

outside the SFPC’s scope? 
• What is the impact on a certificate of occupancy issued? 
• If there isn’t a CO, does this issue violate the CO for occupancy quantity limits so the 

lab is an H-3? 
• Is this code change considered a retrofit measure?  
• Should the code change be in the SFPC and the USBC VCC and VRC/IEBC?  Should 

there be an appeal to the STRB?  
NOTE: THIS IS LISTED IN USBC SECTION AS WELL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

318 
19. SFPC/USBC 5003.1.1 - Delete footnote “d” so can now store only 125 not 250 solid 

pounds in sprinkled retail building.  Needs to be in USBC for enforcement purposes as is 
construction matter too for designation of occupancy, type of construction, height and 
area, fire protection systems, egress, etc.  Permissible fireworks need to be review too as 
this change has great impact on retailers.  Will need to add into the USBC and replicated 
in the SFPC a new line on the tables for permissible fireworks. 

 
 
 
 
 

323 
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DESCRIPTION Page #
20. SFPC 5601.5 - New section to deny or suspend certificate for blasters and 

pryotechnicians.  What is the history and has cases arisen for suspension consideration?  
Sets up review panel that poses legal issue with appeals to the STRB.   

 
 
 

325 
21. SFPC 5603.4 - Adds the SFMO to send accident information. 327 
22. SFPC 5706.6.2.1 and 6111.2.2 - Code Change for fuel and propane trucks parking 

residential areas define plus distance being reasonable.  Was submitted as a placeholder.  
Propane change is already a technical amendment different than the IFC 6111.2.1 
referencing NFPA standard.    

 
 
 

328 
23. SFPC Section 5607.16 – Blast records 330 
24. ISSUE (NO CODE CHANGES SUBMITTED): 

• SFPC Chapter 2 definition “responsible management” for blaster’s code change 
approved with direction by the BHCD’s CDC to revise.  Also, need to revise to enable 
Code Commission approval.  A revised code change did not address either of these 
two matters. This will be discussed at the October 11th meeting. No attachments now. 

• SFPC delete construction requirements discuss how, why and when. Email attached. 

 
 
 
 
 

335 
 
 
Related Laws: 
DHCD and state agencies and VBCOA, VPMIA and key stakeholders to review. 
 

DESCRIPTION Page #
1. DEQ UST and charts reviewing now with sub-group. 339 
2. COV 32.1-165 – Add as a related law - Go over how septic systems are coordinated with 

local health inspectors and building departments. 
 

340 
3. DOLI boilers. 341 
4. DPOR charts. 344 
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