
BHCD CODES AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
2012 CODE CHANGE CYCLE – BOOK 3 

March 25, 2013 
 

Opening Statement 
 

TAB 1 
 
Consensus Proposals – February 28, 2013 

Proposal Number Description of Proposal Page No.
  
VCC 108.2(2) Permit exemption for accessory structures 1
VCC 108.2(10) Permit exemption for well pumps 2
VCC 112.2 Damage caused by faulty materials 3
VCC 116.2 Contents of certificate of occupancy for universal design 4
VCC 310.6 (R320.2) Voluntary standards for universal design 5
VCC 427 Short term holding areas 7
VCC 408.9 Windowless buildings 10
VCC 508.2.3 Accessory occupancies 13
VCC 703.7 Fire-resistance assembly marking 14
VCC 716.5.3.1 Smoke and draft control correlation 16
VCC 806.1.2 Suspended decorative material 18
VCC 903.2.1.3 Terminology for churches 21
VCC 903.2.7 Group M upholstered furniture 22
VCC 908.7 Carbon monoxide detectors (deleting state amendments) 23
VCC 1001.4 IBC requirements for fire safety plan 24
VCC 1015.1 Group R-2, single means of egress and sprinkler exceptions 25
VCC T1106.1 Accessible parking spaces (two proposals) 26
VCC 1106.3 Accessible parking spaces for outpatient clinics 30
VCC IECC C402.4.5.2 Damper exception for grease ducts for Type I hoods 31
VCC IECC C402.4.8 Recessed luminaires in thermal envelope 32
VCC IECC C405.1 Terminology (luminaire vs. light fixture) 33
VCC IECC C405.6 Exterior lighting 34
VCC IECC TR402.1.1 Wall insulation values 35
VCC IECC R403.1.1 Programmable thermostat 38
VCC 1403.5 NFPA 285 test for combustible water resistive barriers 39
VCC 2308.2 Concrete floor live load 41
VCC 2308.3.2.2 Blocking of rafters (consensus for disapproval) 42
VCC 2603.5.5 Sprinkler exception for exterior wall assembly test 43
VCC NEC 700.12(F) Power supply for emergency lighting 45
VCC 2801.1 (908.5) Evaporative cooler water 46
VCC 2901.1 (T403.1) Outdoor swimming pools 49
VCC 2901.1 (403.1.3) Marinas 50
VCC 2901.1 (403.3.2) Toilet facilities on cemetery property 52
VCC 2901.1 (405.3.2) Group E lavatory adjacent to room with water closet 54
VCC 3003.3 Fire service elevator keys 55
VCC 3006.4 Elevator control rooms and spaces 56
VCC 3109 Definition – International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 57
VMC 104.5.3 Approved inspection agencies 58
VADR § 75 Amusement devices on state-owned property 59

 



Consensus Proposals – March 12, 2013 
Proposal Number Description of Proposal Page No.
  
VCC 101.6 and VRC 101.6 Order of precedence 60
VCC 102.3 Shipping containers 62
VCC 103.4 Additions 63
VCC 108.1 Restriping accessible parking spaces 65
VCC 113.6 Electronic notice of inspection 67
VCC 113.8 Energizing electrical service for final inspection 68
VCC IRC R202 Definition of habitable attic 69
VCC IRC R311.2.1 Accessible interior doors 70
VCC IRC R502.5 Porch headers 71
VCC IRC R507 Decks (3 proposals) 73
VCC IRC R602.3.1 Tall walls 88
VCC IRC R602.7.4 King studs 91
VCC IRC IECC R402.4.1.1  (Table) Air barriers (3 proposals) 93
VCC IRC G2411.1 CSST Arc-Resistant jacket 96
VADR §20 Definition of amusement device 98
VADR §30 Devices covered and not covered 99
VADR §20 Small Mechanical Rides and Inflatables 104
VADR §75 Fees 106
VCS- DHCD/BCAAC Proposed revisions 108
Code Academy Standards DHCD/BCAAC proposed revisions 113

 
 
TAB 2- Non-Consensus Proposals 

 
Proposal Number Description of Proposal Page No.
  
VCC 110.4 Preliminary meeting - fire apparatus roads 1
VCC 905.2 Manual wet standpipe systems 2
VCC 915 In-building emergency communication systems 3
VCC 1007.1 Accessible means of egress in existing buildings 8
VCC 1022.5 Structural penetrations into stair enclosures 10
VCC 1101 Use of ADAAG standard 11
VCC IECC C402.1.1 Use of ASHRAE 90.1 in IECC 21
VCC IECC R202 Insulating unheated or cooled adjacent spaces 22
VCC IECC R404.1 Number of high-efficiency lamps 23
VCC 1403.2 Reference to IECC for exterior wall requirements 24
VCC NEC 334.10 Use of Type NM cable 28
VCC T2902.1 Portable toilets for outdoor events 29
VCC 3006.7 Deletion of collapsible guard design 31
VCC 3412.2.2 Partial change of occupancy 32
VCC Chapter 35 Use of 2010 ASME A17.1 elevator standard 33
VMC 606.1 Semi-annual elevator inspections 34
 

  



Non-Consensus Proposals – March 12, 2013 
Proposal Number Description of Proposal Page No.
  
VCC 102.3.1 and 202 Automotive lifts (3 proposals) 35
VCC 103.10 Alterations and scope, energy conservation 40
VCC 108.2 Deck permit exemption 44
VCC IRC R302.5.1 Garage door 47
VCC IRC R806 Roof ventilation 49
VCC IRC R807 Attic access 51
VCC IRC R905.2.8.5 Drip edge 52
VCC IRC N1102.1.1  (Table) Wall insulation (2 proposals) 54
VCC IRC N1102.1.3  (Table) Ceiling insulation 61
VCC IRC N1102.4 Whole house testing 63
VCC IRC IECC R402.2.13 Mechanical rooms 66
VCC IRC IECC R402.4.1.1  (Table) Air barriers 68
VCC IRC IECC R403.2.2 Duct testing 69
VCC IRC IECC R403.4.2 Hot water pipe insulation 71
VCC IRC IECC R403.6 and 
M1401.3 

Equipment sizing (2 proposals) 73

VCC IRC IECC 
R405.5.2(1) 

 (Table) Window glazing 77

VCC IRC M1501.2 Transfer air 79
VCC IRC M1503.4 Makeup air 80
VADR/VCC 102.3 Generators 82
 

TAB 3 – Consensus SFPC Proposals approved by Joint BHCD/FSB Committee 
 
TAB 4 – Informational Items 
 
Item Description Page No. 
Agenda for February 28 Workgroup meeting 1
Summary for February 28 Workgroup meeting 3
Agenda for March 12, Workgroup 11
Summary for March 12 Workgroup meeting 13
Summary from the December 20 CSC meeting 22
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Organization 
 
Name: J. Kenneth Payne, Jr., AIA Representing: VSAIA  
 

Mailing Address: 3200 Norfolk Street, Richmond, VA 23230 
 

Email Address: kpayne@moseleyarchitects.com  Telephone Number: 804.794.7555  
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): 2012 VCC and VRC, Section 101.6 (of both) 
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 

 

 
Change Section 101.6 of the VCC to read as follows: 
 
101.6 Order of precedence. The provisions of this code shall be used as follows: 
 

1. The provisions of Chapter 1 of this code supersede any conflicting provisions of Chapters 2–35 of the IBC that 
address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 

2. The provisions of Chapter 1 of this code supersede and any conflicting provisions of the codes and standards 
referenced in the IBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements.  

3. In addition, tThe state amendments to the IBC supersede any conflicting provisions of Chapters 2–35 of the IBC 
that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 

4. The state amendments to the IBC supersede and any conflicting provisions of the codes and standards 
referenced in the IBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements.  

5. Further, tThe provisions of Chapters 2–35 of the IBC supersede any conflicting provisions of the codes and 
standards referenced in the IBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 

 
Change Section 101.6 of the VRC to read as follows: 
 
101.6 Order of precedence. The provisions of this code shall be used as follows: 
 

1. The provisions of Chapter 1 of this code supersede any conflicting provisions of Chapters 2–15 16 of the IEBC 
that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 

2. The provisions of Chapter 1 of this code supersede and any conflicting provisions of the codes and standards 
referenced in the IEBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements.  

3. In addition, tThe state amendments to the IEBC supersede any conflicting provisions of Chapters 2–15 16 of the 
IBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 

4. The state amendments to the IEBC supersede and any conflicting provisions of the codes and standards 
referenced in the IEBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements.  

5. Further, tThe provisions of Chapters 2–15 16 of the IEBC supersede any conflicting provisions of the codes and 
standards referenced in the IEBC that address the same subject matter and impose differing requirements. 
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Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and cost impact of the proposal):  
 
The changes use the same terminology and logic as VCC 101.7 (“that address the same subject matter and impose 
differing requirements”), which is more encompassing than the term “conflicting.”  If a “conflict” does not exist, would 
VCC or VRC 101.6 still apply?  The change ensures that VCC and VRC 101.6 remain in effect whether a “conflict” exists 
or not. 
 
The reformatting is suggested to avoid run-on sentences, and provide clarity considering the duplicated text in each 
sentence or portion thereof. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 

Date Submitted:   September 28, 2012 
 

 
The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
 Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name:  VBCOA Admin Committee and State Building Code Technical Review Board 
                                    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VCC 102.3 and IBSR 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

VCC section 102.3  Exemptions. 
Add new exception #8: 
 
#8 Off-site manufactured intermodal freight containers, moving containers and storage containers placed on site 
temporarily or permanantly for use as a storage container. 
 
 
IBSR revise as follows: 
 
13 VAC 5-91-20. Application and compliance.  
D. Shipping containers and portable on demand storage (PODS) containers Off-site manufactured intermodal freight 
containers, moving containers and storage containers placed on site temporarily or permanantly for use as a storage 
container are not subject to this chapter. 
 
 

Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This code change clarifies that manufacutured intermodal freight containres, shipping containers and moving containers 
placed on a property for use as a temporary or permanent storage container/building are exempt from both the USBC 
and ISBR. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
The Jackson Center      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
501 N. 2nd Street      Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219-1321     Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Organization 
 
Name: J. Kenneth Payne, Jr., AIA Representing: VSAIA  
 

Mailing Address: 3200 Norfolk Street, Richmond, VA 23230 
 

Email Address: kpayne@moseleyarchitects.com  Telephone Number: 804.794.7555  
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): 2012 VCC, Section 103.4 
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The IBC and IEBC both allow some flexibility when it comes to structural loads on an existing building imposed by an 
addition (the 5% rule).  However, the VCC appears to have deleted this flexibility due to its wording in Section 103.4 
(“effect of lowering the current level of safety” - which is not defined and is completely subjective and up to 
interpretation); and its deletion of Section 3403 in its entirety. 
 
Thus, a building official could interpret any load imposed on the existing structure – even 0.000000000001% - could 
require the existing structure to be upgraded and to fully comply with the IBC.  However, IBC Section 3403.3 and IEBC 
Section 1003 both allow more flexibility than what appears to be allowed under the VCC, and in this matter, 
interpretation and subjectivity are not issues in the IBC or IEBC. 
 
IEBC Section 1003 allows some flexibility, but also references the IBC.  However, the IBC Section 3403 reference to 
“Additions” was deleted by the VCC, thus creating what appears to be an ambiguity.  Therefore, it appears we are left 
with Chapter 16, et. al. to deal with the existing structural elements – not just the new structural elements. Thus, it 
appears we have lost whatever flexibility the IEBC afforded prior to the VCC amendments. 
 
This code change proposal attempts to bring back the flexibility originally intended by both the IBC and the IEBC when it 
comes to structural loads on existing elements due to an addition. 

Add exception to 103.4 as follows: 
 
103.4 Additions. Additions to buildings and structures shall comply with the requirements of this code for new 
construction and an existing building or structure plus additions shall comply with the height and area provisions of 
Chapter 5. Further, this code shall not require changes to the design or construction of any portions of the building or 
structure not altered or affected by an addition, unless the addition has the effect of lowering the current level of safety. 
 

Exceptions:  
1. This section shall not be construed to permit noncompliance with any applicable flood load or 

floodresistant construction requirements of this code. 
2. Existing structural elements carrying gravity loads shall be permitted to comply with Section 3403.3 of 

the IBC, or Section 1103 of the IEBC. 
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If it is true, that if one uses the VRC for compliance and its reference to the IBC remains valid as originally written, and 
not as amended by the VCC – then this code change could be withdrawn.  However, such interpretation does not appear 
to exist in the VCC where it states when one I-code references another I-code, the USBC amendments are null and void 
(refer to 2012 VCC Section 103.10). 

 
 
Submittal Information 
 

Date Submitted:   August 3, 2012 
 

 
The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
 Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 
Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name (Representing):  
Ken Fredgren, Chairman, Reston Accessibility Committee of Reston Citizens Association, 703-391-9019, fredgren.k@gmail.com.  
(Lead contact.) 
 
John Catlett, MCP – Director, Alexandria Dept. of Code Administration. 703.746.4182, john.catlett@alexandriava.gov 
 
Teri Barker-Morgan, Program Manager, Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, Richmond, 804-786-9381, 
Teri.Barker@vbpd.virginia.gov. 
 
Gayl Brunk, Executive Director, Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL), Harrisonburg, 540-433-6513, gayl@govail.org. 
 
Marcia DuBois, Program Coordinator, Community Based Services-Field Rehabilitative Services,  
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, Richmond, 804-662-7083,  Marcia.DuBois@dars.virginia.gov. 
 
Karen Michalski-Karney, Executive Director, Blue Ridge Independent Living Center, Roanoke,  540-342-1231, 
kmichalski@brilc.org. 
                                                         
Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): USBC, Virginia Construction Code Sections  3411.1 , 3411.6                                                                             

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modify as shown:  
.ACCESSIBILITY FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS 

 
3411.1 Scope. The provisions of Sections 3411.1 through 3411.9 apply to maintenance, change of occupancy, addition and 
alterations to existing buildings and site conditions, including those identified as historic buildings. 
 
3411.6 Alterations. A facility that is altered shall comply with the applicable provisions in Chapter 11 of this code, unless 
technically infeasible. Where compliance with this section is technically infeasible, the alteration shall provide access to the 
maximum extent technically feasible. When restriping an existing parking facility that does not contain accessible parking, at least 
one van accessible parking space shall be provided in facilities serving use groups A, B, E, M, R1, and  I.  When existing parking 
facilities in these use groups contain 100 or more spaces, the number of accessible parking spaces shall be in accordance with 
Section 1106 (a).   Restriping of existing parking facilities shall require an  accessible route from existing and newly created 
accessible parking space(s) to an entrance. 
 
Exceptions: 
1. The altered element or space is not required to be on an accessible route, unless required by Section 3411.7. 
2. Accessible means of egress required by Chapter 10 are not required to be provided in existing facilities. 
3. The alteration to Type A individually owned dwelling units within a Group R-2 occupancy shall be permitted to meet the provision 
for a Type B dwelling unit. 
4. Type B dwelling or sleeping units required by Section 1107 of this code are not required to be provided in existing buildings and 
facilities undergoing a change of occupancy in conjunction with alterations where the work area is 50 percent or less of the 
aggregate area of the building. 
5. When restriping existing parking facilities and full compliance with Section 1106 would create a violation of local ordinances 
establishing a minimum number of parking spaces, compliance with Section 1106 shall be achieved to the maximum extent 
possible as approved by the building official..  
6. The costs of providing access from existing or newly created accessible parking spaces to an accessible route are not required 
to exceed 20 percent of the costs of the parking restriping alterations. 
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Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal results from the initial review by DHCD workgroups of proposals submitted by a legislative study group (the HJR 648 
Study Group).  This proposal is offered as an additional compromise submitted by the HJR 648 study group and is being submitted 
by groups involved in the HJR 648 study. 
 
The compromise builds on previous proposals and addresses concerns expressed by the Codes and Standards Committee.  
   
Interestingly enough, the building code already establishes that when a parking lot is altered it must comply with accessibility 
requirements.  3411.6 states that facilities that are altered must comply with Chapter 11 unless technically infeasible. 
  
3411.6 Alterations. A facility that is altered shall comply with the applicable provisions in Chapter 11 of this code, unless technically 
infeasible. Where compliance with this section is technically infeasible, the alteration shall provide access to the maximum extent 
technically feasible… 
 
Facilities are defined to include site improvements, which includes parking lots 
 
FACILITY. All or any portion of buildings, structures, site improvements, elements and pedestrian or vehicular routes located on a 
site. 
 
The proposed change actually proposes lower overall requirements for smaller parking facilities while recognizing the need to add 
accessible parking to facilities that do not have them.  For parking lots in use groups that house places of public accommodation, the 
change establishes necessary guidance regarding how many spaces to provide and what to do if full compliance causes violations of 
existing local parking space regulations.  In these cases, the number of spaces provided can be less than required by 3411.6 if full 
compliance cannot be achieved. 
 
The provision also recognizes that lots with greater than 100 spaces have a greater need and requirement for the number of 
accessible parking spaces. 
 
Since a lot alteration is not generally associated with a primary function space alteration and 3411.6 requires altered facilities (site 
improvements) to be made in accordance with Chapter 11, the proposed language adopts a disproportional amount provision 
typically found with primary function alterations which limits the cost exposure to the building owner beyond the parking space striping 
and signage. 
 
The issue of permitting and inspection, like many other provisions in this code, can be determined by the local building official.  
Section 108.2 would allow the building official to determine if a permit is needed since this is not a direct health and safety issue.  
 
108.2 Exemption from Permit.   
 
10.11. Other repair work deemed by the building official to be minor and ordinary which does not adversely affect public health or 
general safety. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: February 20, 2013 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
The Jackson Center      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
501 N. 2nd Street      Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219-1321     Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: State Building Code Technical Review Board 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Email Address:        
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   

Telephone Number:        
                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           

 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): Virginia Construction Code, Section 113.6 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The Review Board issued Interpretation No. 6/06 clarifying that notices may be issued electronically provided reasonable steps 
were taken to assure they would be received by the permit holder.  Under the Review Board’s statutory authority, interpretations 
issued by the Review Board, when deemed appropriate by the Review Board members, are forwarded to the Board of Housing and 
Community Development as recommendations for future amendments to the code. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: March 16, 2012 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
Change Section 113.6 as shown below: 
 
113.6 Approval or notice of defective work. The building official shall either approve the work in writing or give written notice of 
defective work to the permit holder. Upon request of the permit holder, the notice shall reference the USBC section that serves as 
the basis for the defects and such defects shall be corrected and reinspected before any work proceeds that would conceal such 
defects. A record of all reports of inspections, tests, examinations, discrepancies and approvals issued shall be maintained by the 
building official and shall be communicated promptly in writing to the permit holder. Approval issued under this section may be 
revoked whenever it is discovered that such approval was issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information, or where there 
are repeated violations of the USBC. Notices issued pursuant to this section shall be permitted to be communicated electronically 
provided the notice is reasonably calculated to get to the permit holder. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: State Building Code Technical Review Board 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
Email Address:        
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   

Telephone Number:        
                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           

 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): Virginia Construction Code, Section 113.8 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The Review Board issued Interpretation No. 7/90 clarifying that the building official has the authority to require the building electrical 
system to be energized prior to the final inspection.  Under the Review Board’s statutory authority, interpretations issued by the 
Review Board, when deemed appropriate by the Review Board members, are forwarded to the Board of Housing and Community 
Development as recommendations for future amendments to the code. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: March 16, 2012 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
Change Section 113.8 as shown below: 
 
113.8 Final inspection. Upon completion of a building or structure and before the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, a final 
inspection shall be conducted to ensure that any defective work has been corrected and that all work complies with the USBC and 
has been approved, including any work associated with modifications under Section 106.3. The building official shall be permitted 
to require the electrical service to a building or structure to be energized prior to conducting the final inspection. The approval of a 
final inspection shall be permitted to serve as the new certificate of occupancy required by Section 116.1 in the case of additions or 
alterations to existing buildings or structures that already have a certificate of occupancy. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name:  VBCOA IRC Committee 
                                    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VCC (IRC) 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and cost impact of the proposal):  
 
The intent of this proposal is to restore the number of habitable area stories above grade to three, consistent with scope of the IRC.  
R101.2 ‘Scope’ limits the application of the IRC to one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses “not more than three stories 
above grade plane in height”…; the current language in the ‘Attic, Habitable’ definition: “not considered a story” allows for an 
additional habitable level above the three story limitation, or in practical terms - a fourth story. 
 
Cost impact: There is no cost impact in this change. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
 
 

 
Change the definition of “Attic, habitable” in the IRC to read as shown below: 
 

ATTIC, HABITABLE. A finished or unfinished area, not considered a story, complying with all of the following requirements: 
 

1. The occupiable floor area is at least 70 square feet (17m2), in accordance with Section R304, 
 
2. The occupiable floor area has a ceiling height in accordance with Section R305, and 
 
3. The occupiable space is enclosed by the roof assembly above, knee walls (if applicable) on the sides and the floor-

ceiling assembly below. 
 

Habitable attics shall not be permitted in dwellings or townhouses that are three stories above grade plane in height. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: HBAV 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address:       
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:        
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number:        

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): USBC, Virginia Construction Code Section 310.6 (IRC Section R311.2.1) 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal provides a minimum passage for certain areas on the main living level of new dwellings.  The language is borrowed 
from the Easy Living criteria, but does not include all of the criteria in that standard. 

 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
The Jackson Center      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
501 N. 2nd Street      Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219-1321     Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
 
 

R311.2.1 Interior door openings. Where door openings are provided to the following spaces on the main living level, such 
door openings shall be sized to accommodate the use of minimum 34-inch nominally sized door. 
 

1. One bedroom. 
2. Entertainment areas. 
3. At least one full bathroom. 

 
Exception: A door opening at the end of a hallway. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Lynn Underwood, Brian Foley                                    
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: City of Norfolk, Fairfax County  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 400 Granby, Norfolk, Virginia 23503 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: lynn.underwood@norfolk.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: (757) 664-6511       

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 
 

Proposal Information Draft code change #1 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): USBC edit Section R502.5 and add new Table R502.5(3) 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edit Section R502.5 as follows:  
 
R502.5  Allowable girder and header spans.  The allowable spans of girders and headers fabricated of dimension lumber shall 
not exceed the values set forth in Tables R502.5(1) and through R502.5(2)  R502.5(3). 
 
Add a new Table R502.5(3): 

TABLE R502.5(3) 
GIRDER AND HEADER SPANS FOR PORCHES 

(Maximum span for southern pine) 

HEADER 
SUPPORTING 

HEADER 
SIZE 

PORCH WIDTH 
(FT) 

8 14 
Roof 2-2x4 6’-11” 5’-3” 

2-2x6 9’-11” 7’-6” 
2-2x8 12’-10” 9’-8” 

2-2x10 16’-8” 12’-7” 
2-2x12 19’-6” 14’-9” 

Floor 2-2x4 5’-1” 3’-10” 
2-2x6 7’-4” 5’-6” 
2-2x8 9’-5” 7’-1” 

2-2x10 12’-2” 9’-3” 
2-2x12 14’-4” 10’-10” 

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm 
a. Tabulated values based on 30 psf ground snow load, 

L/240 deflection and #2 grade lumber. 
b. The values of this table shall be equivalent to a roof live load of 20 psf. 
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Submittal Information 
 

1. Please refer to the spreadsheet and supporting documentation. 
2. Please see copies of referenced documents from Section 602.6 and Table 602.6 in the 1995 edition of the One 

and Two Family Dwelling Code published by the Council of American Building Officials (CABO). 
3. Please see supporting documentation submitted by the Home Builder’s Association of Virginia (HBAV) 

 
 

Date Submitted:  June 15, 2012 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
The 2012 International Residential Code (IRC) and its predecessors regulated the size of headers based on the 
provisions in Chapter 5. Note that Tables R502.5(1) and (2) has categories of building width that begins at 20 feet. The 
size of headers in this table assumes a rectangular tributary area that was at least 10 feet (20/2). Because of the lower 
end limit of 20 feet, headers over posts or columns that create porches or decks with less than 10 foot of tributary load 
must use that, much higher criteria. For instance a 6 foot porch with columns spaced at 10’ O.C. must use 3 – 2 X 10s or 
3 – 2 X 12s to comply with the code. The option for the builder is to seek an engineering rationalization to use anything 
different. 
 
This table was created based on engineering principles that included analyzing for flexural bending, deflection, and 
shear. In addition, the design strength of lumber was set at southern pine as porches are exterior and southern pine is 
the sole species available in Virginia that is preservative treated.  It is important to note that the 1995 edition of the One 
and Two Family Dwelling Code had a table that was very similar to this table.  
 

 
The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
Main Street Center      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
600 East Main Street      Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219-1321     Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Chuck Bajnai 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: VBCOA IRC Committee  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 9800 Government Center Parkway, Chesterfield, VA, 23832 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: bajnaic@chesterfield.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 804-717-6428  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s):  R507 - Decks 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 

Delete Section R507 and replace it with the following:
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SECTION R507 
DECKS 

 
R507.1  Wood decks.  Typical wood decks shall be designed and constructed in accordance with this section.   Other grades, species, loading, 
materials and conditions not described herein shall be permitted in accordance with Section 301.  
 
R507.2  Requirements.  Deck construction shall be capable of accommodating applied loads and of transmitting them to the supporting 
structural elements.  Figure R507.2 is intended for purposes of identifying typical parts, and not to limit the design. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm 

FIGURE R507.2 
DECK CONSTRUCTION 

 
 
R507.3  Materials.  Materials used in the construction of a deck shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
 

R507.3.1  Preservative-treated lumber.  Dimension lumber shall be identified in accordance with Section R502.1 and, where required, 
preservative-treated in accordance with Section R317.  All lumber in contact with the ground shall be identified as suitable for ground contact. 
 
R507.3.2  Wood Decking.  Wood decking shall comply with any of the following materials: 

 
1. Wood decking with a minimum nominal thickness of  5/4 inches (32 mm) shall be installed at 90 degrees to deck joist that are 

spaced at a maximum of 16 inches (406 mm) on center and up to 45 degrees when spaced at a maximum of 12 inches (305 mm) 
on center. 

2. Wood decking with a nominal 2 inch (51 mm) thickness shall be installed at an angle between 45 and 90 degrees to deck joists 
that are spaced at a maximum of 24 inches (610 mm) on center.  Wood decking shall be attached to each supporting member 
with a minimum of (2)8d threaded nails or (2)#8 wood screws. 

 
R507.3.3  Wood/plastic composites.  Wood/plastic composites used as exterior deck boards, stair treads, handrails and guardrail systems 
shall be permitted in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.  
 
R507.3.4  Metal guardrail systems.  Metal guardrail and handrail systems shall be permitted in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions.  
 
R507.3.5 Fasteners.  Nails, bolts with washers and screws shall be hot-dipped galvanized, stainless steel.  Proprietary fasteners shall be 
permitted provided they are compatible with the pressure-preservative-treated lumber being used.  Other fasteners, hangers and metallic 
devices shall be hot-dipped galvanized steel  or stainless steel and installed in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.   
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R507.3.6  Flashing.  Flashing shall be corrosion-resistant metal of minimum nominal 0.019 inch (0.5 mm) thickness or approved non-
metallic material. 
 

R507.4  Deck joists.  Spans for typical wood deck joist configurations, as shown in Figure R507.4, shall be in accordance with Table R507.4.  
Deck joist shall be permitted to cantilever a maximum of one-fourth of the joist span.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIGURE R507.4 
TYPICAL DECK JOIST SPANS 

 
 

TABLE R507.4 
MAXIMUM DECK JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES (ft.-in.) 

 

SPECIES a SIZE 
MAXIMUM SPACING OF DECK 

JOISTS WITH NO CANTILEVER b 
(in.) 

MAXIMUM SPACING OF DECK 
JOISTS WITH CANTILEVERS c (in.) 

12 16 24 12 16 24 

Southern pine 

2 x 6 10-4 9-5 7-10 7-1 7-1 7-1 
2 x 8 13-8 12–5 10–2 10-9 10-9 10-2 

2 x 10 17-5 15–10 13–1 15-6 15-6 13-1 
2 x 12 18-0 18–0 15-5 18-0 18-0 15-5 

Douglas fir-larchd, 
hem-fird 

spruce-pine-fird 

2 x 6 9-6 8-8 7-2 6-3 6-3 6-3 
2 x 8 12-6 11–1 9-1 9-5 9-5 9-1 

2 x 10 15-8 13–7 11-1 13-7 13-7 11-1 
2 x 12 18-0 15–9 12-10 18-0 15-9 12-10 

Redwood,  
western cedars,  
ponderosa pinee,  

red pinee 

2 x 6 8-10 8-0 7-0 5-7 5-7 5-7 
2 x 8 11-8 10–7 8-8 8-6 8-6 8-6 

2 x 10 14-11 13–0 10-7 12-3 12-3 10-7 
2 x 12 17-5 15-1 12-4 16-5 15-1 12-4 

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm. 
a. No. 2 grade with wet service factor. 
b. Deck joists shall be designed to carry the deck live load in Table R301.5 or the ground snow load, which ever is larger.                     This table is 

based on ground snow load or live load = 40 psf, dead load = 10 psf, L/Δ = 360.   
c. Deck joists shall be designed to carry the deck live load in Table R301.5 or the ground snow load, which ever is 

larger.  This table is based on ground snow load or live load = 40 psf, dead load = 10 psf, L/Δ = 360 at main span, 
L/Δ = 180 at cantilever with a 220 pound point load applied to end. 

d. Includes incising factor. 
e. Northern species with no incising factor 
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R507.4.1  Joist bearing.  Joist ends shall be provided with vertical and rotational support. The ends of joists shall have a minimum of 1.5 
inches (38 mm) of bearing on a wood ledger board or on metal hangers.  Where rotational support is provided by joist hangers or blocking 
between joists, their depth shall equal not less than 60 percent of the joist depth.  Where rotational support is provided by rim joists, they 
shall be secured to the end of each joist with a minimum of (3)10d threaded nails or (3)#10x3 inch (76 mm) long wood screws.  Joist ends 
adjacent to the building wall of free-standing decks shall be permitted to replace a rim joist with full depth nominal 2x blocking toe nailed at 
each end with (3)10d nails. 

 
R507.5  Deck Beams.  The maximum span for deck beams, as shown in Figure R507.2, shall be in accordance Table R507.5.  Beams shall be 
permitted to cantilever at each end up to one-fourth of the beam span.  The plies of a multi-ply beam shall be fastened with a minimum of two 
rows of 10d threaded nails at 16 inches (406 mm) on center along each edge.  Splices of multi-span beams shall be located at interior post 
locations.   
 

TABLE R507.5 
MAXIMUM BEAM SPAN LENGTHS a 

 

SPECIES b SIZE c MAIN JOIST SPAN (ft.) LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO: 
6 8 10 12 14 16 18 

 
 

Southern pine 

2-2x6 7-1 6-2 5-6 5-0 4-8 4-4 4-1 
2-2x8 9-2 7-11 7-1 6-6 6-0 5-7 5-3 

2-2x10 11-10 10-3 9-2 8-5 7-9 7-3 6-10 
2-2x12 13-11 12-0 10-9 9-10 9-1 8-6 8-0 
3-2x6 8-7 7-8 6-11 6-3 5-10 5-5 5-2 
3-2x8 11-4 9-11 8-11 8-1 7-6 7-0 6-7 

3-2x10 14-5 12-10 11-6 10-6 9-9 9-1 8-7 
3-2x12 17-5 15-1 13-6 12-4 11-5 10-8 10-1 

 
 

Douglas fir-larchd,      spruce-
pine-fir,       redwoodd, 

western cedars,  
ponderosa pinee, 

red pinee 

3x6 or2-2x6 5-5 4-8 4-2 3-10 3-6 3-1 2-9 
3x8 or 2-2x8 6-10 5-11 5-4 4-10 4-6 4-1 3-8 

3x10 or 2-2x10 8-4 7-3 6-6 5-11 5-6 5-1 4-8 
3x12 or 2-2x12 9-8 8-5 7-6 6-10 6-4 5-11 5-7 

4x6 6-5 5-6 4-11 4-6 4-2 3-11 3-8 
4x8 8-5 7-3 6-6 5-11 5-6 5-2 4-10 
4x10 9-11 8-7 7-8 7-0 6-6 6-1 5-8 
4x12 11-5 9-11 8-10 8-1 7-6 7-0 6-7 
3-2x6 7-4 6-8 6-0 5-6 5-1 4-9 4-6 
3-2x8 9-8 8-6 7-7 6-11 6-5 6-0 5-8 

3-2x10 12-0 10-5 9-4 8-6 7-10 7-4 6-11 
3-2x12 13-11 12-1 10-9 9-10 9-1 8-6 8-1 

 
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm. 

a.  Deck beams shall be designed to carry the deck live load in Table R301.5 or the ground snow load, which ever is larger.  This table 
is based on ground snow load or live load = 40 psf, dead load = 10 psf, L/Δ = 360 at main span, L/Δ = 180 at cantilever with a 220 
pound point load applied to end.No 2 grade, wet service factor. 

b. Beam depth shall be greater than or equal to depth of joists with a flush beam condition. 
c. Includes incising factor. 
d. Northern species with no incising factor. 

 
 

R507.5.1 Beam bearing.   Single-ply beams and multi-ply beams shall have all of their bearing directly on wood posts or on an approved 
metal post caps in accordance with Figure R507.6.1 and not less than 3 inches (76 mm) on concrete or masonry.   

 
R507.6 Deck posts.  For typical single level wood decks, posts shall be measured from the top of the footing to the underside of the beam.  The 
maximum height of the post shall be in accordance with the following: 

1. Posts comprised of a minimum nominal 4x4 shall be permitted to a maximum height of 8 feet (2438 mm),  
2. Posts comprised of a minimum nominal 6x6 shall be permitted to a maximum height of 14 feet (5486 mm).  
3. Posts comprised of southern pine, of 4x4 or 4x6, grade #2 shall be permitted to a maximum height of 10 feet (3048 mm). 
4. Posts comprised of southern pine, of 6x6 shall be permitted to a maximum height of 18 feet (5486 mm). 

 
R507.6.1 Deck post to deck beam connection.  Deck beams shall be attached to deck posts in accordance with Figure R507.6.1. Post to 
beam connections shall be constructed to resist lateral displacement.  Manufactured post-to-beam connectors shall be sized for the post and 
beam sizes.  All bolts shall have washers under the head and nut.
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For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm 

FIGURE R507.6.1 
TYPICAL BEAM BEARING 

 
 
R507.7  Deck footings.  Deck footings shall be constructed in accordance with Section R403 and Figure R507.7.  The size of the footing shall 
be adequate for the load applied by the posts. 
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FIGURE R507.7 
TYPICAL DECK FOOTINGS 

 
R507.7.1  Footing depth.  The minimum depth of footings shall be in accordance with Section R403.1.4 or as approved by the building 
official. A deck footing within 4 feet of the house shall be set at least to the depth of the house footing.   
 
R507.7.2 Post connection to footing.  Where the top of the footings are at or above grade, the posts shall be prevented from being 
displaced by a connector between the post and the concrete.  Where the top of the footings are below grade the post shall be permitted to 
sit on top of the footing or may be embedded in the concrete.    

 
R507.8  Deck ledger connection to the building..  The connection between a deck ledger and the building shall be in accordance with this 
section. 
 
 R507.8.1 Deck ledger connection to band joist.  The deck ledger shall be connected to a 2-inch nominal lumber band joist with ½-inch 

lag screws or bolts with washers in accordance with Table R507.8.1 and Figure R507.8.1(1).  The bolts or lag screws shall be spaced in 
accordance with Figure R507.8.1(2).  As an alternative to the detail in Figure R507.8.1, the ledger boards shall be permitted to be offset 
from the band joist a maximum distance of ½ inch (13 mm) with the installation of stacked washers. The exterior wall finish shall be 
removed prior to installation of the ledger board.  Flashing at a door threshold shall be installed to prevent water intrusion from rain or 
melting ice and snow. 

 
 R507.8.2 Deck ledger connection to concrete foundation walls.  A ledger board shall be connected to a concrete or solid masonry 

foundation wall with approved ½ inch (13 mm) diameter expansion anchors at a spacing specified in Table R507.8.1(1) and as shown in 
Figure R507.8.2.  Expansion anchors shall be installed per the manufacturer. 
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R507.8.3  Ledger board to hollow masonry foundation wall.  A ledger board shall be c0onnected to a hollow masonry foundation wall with 
approved ½ inch (13 mm) diameter epoxy anchors at a spacing specified in Table R507.8.1(1) and as shown in Figure R507.8.3.  Epoxy 
anchors shall be installed per the manufacturer 

 
R507.8.4  Alternate connections.  An approved engineered wood rim board with a minimum thickness of 1 inch (25 mm) shall be 
permitted to substitute for a 2x lumber band joist provided it has designed and manufactured to support a deck.  A ledger board attachment 
to a masonry or stone veneer, ribbon board of open web floor trusses, band joist of a cantilevered floor and other conditions not addressed 
herein shall be designed in accordance with accepted engineering practice, or the deck shall be free-standing in accordance with Section 
R507.10. 

 
 

TABLE R507.8.1(1) 
FASTENER SPACING a 

 

FASTENER BAND BOARD 
JOIST SPAN 

≤6' > 6'-8' > 8'-10' > 10'-12' > 12'-14' > 14'-16' > 16'-18' 

½" lag screws b 

1" min. engineered 
wood product 24" 18" 14" 12" 10" 9" 8" 

2x lumber 30" 23" 18" 15" 13" 11" 10" 

½" through bolts 
1" min. engineered 

wood product 24" 18" 14" 12" 10" 9" 8" 

2x lumber 36" 36" 34" 29" 24" 21" 19" 

½" through bolts and ½" 
stacked washers c 

1" min. engineered 
wood product 24" 18" 14" 12" 10" 9" 8" 

2x lumber 36" 36" 29" 24" 21" 18" 16" 

Expansion anchors - 36" 36" 34" 29" 24" 21" 19" 

Epoxy anchors - 32" 32" 32" 24" 24" 16" 16" 
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm 
a. Maximum sheathing shall be 15/32 inches (12 mm). 
b. The tip of the lag screw shall fully extend beyond the inside face of the band board. 
c. The maximum gap between the face of the ledger board and face of the wall sheathing shall be ½ inches (13 mm). 

 
 

FIGURE R507.8.1(1) 
PLACEMENT OF LAG SCREWS AND BOLTS IN LEDGERS 
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FIGURE R507.8.1(2) 

LEDGER BOARD TO BAND BOARD ATTACHMENT 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIGURE R507.8.2 
LEDGER BOARD TO SOLID FOUNDATION WALL ATTACHMENT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIGURE R507.8.3 

LEDGER BOARD TO HOLLOW MASONRY FOUNDATION WALL ATTACHMENT 
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R507.9 Attachment to resist lateral load.  The lateral load connection required by Section R507.2 shall be permitted to be in accordance 
with this section.  
 

R507.9.1 Connection at parallel joists.  Where floor joists and deck joists are parallel a hold-down or similar tension device with a 
minimum capacity of 1,500 pounds (6672 N) at each end joist as shown in Figures R507.3.1(1) and R507.9.3.1(2) shall be permitted.  
Floor sheathing to floor joists fasteners shall be permitted to be substituted with two reinforcing angles on each side of the joist with a 
minimum capacity of 375 pounds (1668 N). 
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For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm 

 
 

FIGURE R507.9.3.1(1) 
CONNECTION AT PARALLEL JOISTS 
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FIGURE R507.9.3.1(2) 
OFFSET AT PARALLEL JOISTS 

 
R507.9.2 Connection at perpendicular joists.  Where floor joists and deck joists are perpendicular, provide a hold-down or similar 
tension device with a minimum capacity of 1,500 pounds (6672 N) at each end joist and blocking between floor joists as shown in Figure 
R507.9.3.2.  Floor sheathing to floor joists fasteners shall be permitted to be substituted with two reinforcing angles on each side of the 
joist with a minimum capacity of 375 pounds (1668 N). 
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For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm 

 
FIGURE R507.9.3.2 

LATERAL SUPPORT WHERE INTERIOR JOIST PERPENDICULAR TO DECK 
 
 
 

R507.10  Free-standing decks.  As shown in Figure R507.10, free-standing decks shall have an additional beam and posts adjacent the 
building exterior wall in place of a ledger board attachment.  The beam shall be sized in accordance with Section R507.6 and shall be located 
adjacent the exterior wall or at a maximum distance equal to the allowable joist cantilever. 
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FIGURE R507.10 

FREE-STANDING DECK 
 

R507.10.1  Diagonal bracing.  Diagonal bracing shall be installed on free-standing decks greater than 30 inches (762 mm) above grade in 
accordance with Figure R507.10.1.  Bracing shall be placed at a 45 degree angle at each post location in the parallel and perpendicular 
directions to the beam.  Bracing shall be a minimum of nominal 2x4 lumber and shall be fastened to framing with one 1/2 inch (9 mm) 
diameter through bolt with washers at each end.  The diagonal brace shall be a minimum of 2 feet long measured as shown in Figure 
R507.10.1 or at least 1/3 the height of the deck above grade. 
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For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm 
FIGURE R507.10.1 

FREE-STANDING DECK DIAGONAL BRACING 
 

R507.12  Deck guards.  Deck guards shall be designed and constructed in accordance with Sections R301.5 and R312.  Other materials and 
construction techniques shall be permitted in accordance with R301. 
 

R507.12.1  Guard construction.  Where the guard requirements of Sections R301.5 and R312 are met using the construction shown in 
Figures R507.12.1(1) through R507.12.1(3), guard posts shall be attached to the inside or outside face of the rim joist or end joist and hold-
down anchors shall have a minimum capacity of 1,800 pounds (8006 N). 
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FIGURE R507.12.1(1) 
DECK GUARD 
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HOLD-DOWN ANCHOR
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AT JOIST LOCATION BETWEEN JOISTS
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FIGURE R507.12.1(3) 

GUARD POST TO RIM JOIST 
 
R507.13  Deck stairs.  Deck stairs shall be constructed in accordance with this section and Section R311.7.  Where a flight of stairs has a 
vertical rise greater than that required per Section R311.7.3, an intermediate landing shall be provided in accordance with Section R311.7.6 and 
designed as a free-standing deck in accordance with Section R507.10. 
 

R507.13.1  Stair stringers.  Stair stringers shall be constructed of sawn nominal 2x12 members at 18 inches (457 mm) on center with a 
throat dimension of 5 inches (127 mm) and a maximum span length as shown in Figure R507.13.1.  Stairs with a width equal to 36 inches 
(914 mm) shall be permitted to be constructed with two solid 2x12 stringers with a maximum span length as shown in Figure R507.13.1. 

SAWN STRINGER

MAX. SPAN = 7'-0" MAX. SPAN = 16'-6"

SOLID STRINGER

5" M
IN.

 
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm 

 
FIGURE R507.13.1 

STAIR STRINGER REQUIREMENTS 
 

R507.13.2  Stringer bearing.  Stringers shall bear on joist hangers attached to the deck structure and on footings at grade in accordance 
with Figure R507.13.2.  Joist hangers shall be specifically designed to accommodate sloped connections and shall have a minimum capacity 
of 625 pounds (2780 N).  Reinforcing angles at rim joist locations only shall have a minimum capacity of 325 pounds (1446 N). 
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FIGURE R507.13.2 

STRINGER BEARING 
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R507.13.3  Treads and risers.  Stair treads shall be constructed in accordance with this section and Figure R507.13.3.  Treads shall be 
composed of nominal 2x6 lumber.  Treads of stairs constructed with solid stringers shall be permitted to be composed of span rated decking.  
Risers shall be permitted to be composed of nominal 1x lumber.  Openings in risers shall not allow the passage of a 4 inch (102 mm) 
diameter sphere. 

2X4 LEDGER FASTENED
WITH (4)10d NAILS OR
(4)#8X3" LONG SCREWS

18" MAX. 18" MAX.

2X6 OR SPAN
RATED DECKING

36"

SOLID
STRINGERSAWN

STRINGER

2X6 TREAD

SAWN STRINGER SOLID STRINGER  
For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm 

FIGURE R507.13.3 
TREAD REQUIREMENTS 

 
R507.13.4  Stair guard.  Guards for stairs shall be as required per Section R312.1.1 and constructed in accordance with Section R507.12.  
The attachment of a stair guard post to the stringers shall be constructed in accordance with Figure R507.13.4. 

 

FULL DEPTH 2X BLOCKING
BETWEEN STRINGERS; ATTACH
WITH (3)10d NAILS EACH SIDE

6' MAX.

GUARD POST

STRINGER

STRINGERS

 
For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm 

FIGURE R507.13.4 
STAIR GUARD CONNECTION 

 
 

R507.13.5 Stair handrails.  Handrails for stairs shall be as required per Section R311.7.8.   Where the top guard rail does not comply with 
the handrail grip-size requirements in Section R311.7.8.3, a separate handrail conforming to these requirements shall be required. 

 
R507.13.6 Ramps.  Ramps from decks shall be as required in Section R311.8.  Details for stringers, guards and handrails shall be similar to 
those for stairs. 
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Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The current deck code Section R507 is new to the 2012 IRC.  It was created to put all of the connection details for 
anchoring the deck to the house in one place.  However it does not provide any prescriptive requirements for building a 
deck.   
 
Currently about one-third of the building permits in our county are for decks.  The vast majority of these decks are to be 
built by homeowners.  Since the current code provides them no prescriptive guidelines, many jurisdictions across the 
country have tried to help by creating local, deck guides or aiming the weekend warrior to DCA6 by the American Wood 
Council.   
 
This submittal is not intended to describe every possible combination of design features that professional, custom deck 
builders are so proud of creating for Deck Builders Magazine.  Rather this section is simplified so the average person 
can understand the requirements, size their materials and have a reasonable expectation that the deck will be safe.   
 
Section R507 borrows heavily from DCA6 and uses the “wet” span tables to size the joists.  If DHCD decides to use the 
new span tables just adopted by the Southern Pine folks the tables will have to be adjusted accordingly. 
 
This is the same proposal I have submitted to ICC for the 2015 IRC to be heard in Dallas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: 2-12-2012      
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual X Government Entity Company 
 
Name:      John S. Trenary, CBO 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:       Region III VBCOA / Frederick County 
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address:      Frederick County Inspections Department, 107 N. Kent Street,  Winchester VA  22601 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:      jtrenary@co.frederick.va.us  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number:      (540)665-5650  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s):      IRC 2012  Section R507.2.3 Deck lateral load connection 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
     This code change would clarify the intent of the code for the proper spacing of the tension devices when they are 
utilized. The current language would not prevent the installation of the two devices at a single location. 
 
Cost Impact: This code change should not increase the cost of construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:      June 13, 2012 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
 Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 

R507.2.3 Deck lateral load connection. The lateral load connection required by Section R507.1 shall be 
permitted to be in accordance with Figure R507.2.3. Where the lateral load connection is provided in 
accordance with Figure 507.2.3, hold-down tension devices shall be installed in not less than two locations 
per deck, ____ each device shall be spaced so one is located in each end of the deck attachment at a 
minimum distance apart of one third of the horizontal length and have an allowable stress design 
capacity of not less than 1500 pounds (6672N). 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual(s) Government Entity Company 
 
Name:   Bryan Deem 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:   Stafford County  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 359 Laurel Drive, Aylett, Virginia 23009 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: bdeem@co.stafford.va.us  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 540-658-4504  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): Change section 507.2.3 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
Reason: 
 
The Residential code gives a prescription to achieve lateral bracing but without specifying placement details such a 
system can become ineffective with that which they purport to do. Under the existing provision the installer could place 
both hold down devices on one side of the deck or place the ineffectively close together. The decking can act essentially 
as a shearwall or diaphragm if the hold downs are placed proportionately.  

 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: 6/13/12 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 

 
R507.2.3 Deck lateral load connection. 
The lateral load connection required by Section R507.1 shall be permitted to be in accordance with Figure R507.2.3. 
Where the  lateral load connection is provided in accordance with Figure 507.2.3, hold-down tension devices shall be 
installed in not less than two locations per deck. The devices shall be placed on either of the first two joists at both ends 
of the deck. Each device shall have an allowable stress design capacity of not less than 1500 pounds (6672 N). 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Chuck Bajnai 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: VBCOA IRC Committee  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 9800 Government Center Parkway, Chesterfield, VA, 23832 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: bajnaic@chesterfield.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 804-717-6428  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): R602.3.1  
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 
1. Delete Table R602.3.1 (and the accompanying drawing): 
 

TABLE R602.3.1 
MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE LENGTH OF WOOD STUDS EXPOSE TO WIND SPEEDS OF 100 MPH OR LESS IN 
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORIES A, B, C, D0, D1, and D2

b,c 

 

 

2.  Modify Section R602.3.1 as follows:  
 
R602.3.1. Stud size, height and spacing.  The size, height and spacing of studs shall be in accordance with Table 
R602.3(5). 
 
       Exceptions: 
 

1. no change 
2. Studs more than 10 feet in height which are in accordance with Table R602.3.1. 
2. Where snow loads do not exceed 25 pounds per square foot, walls exposed to wind loads of 100 mph or 
less shall  be permitted over 12 feet tall for either supporting a roof load with not more than 6’ of tributary 
length, or for a gable end wall.  The studs shall be a minimum 2x6 at 16 inches on center with a maximum 
height of 18 feet or 2x6 at 12 inches on center with a maximum height of 20 feet. Openings shall be permitted 
with jack studs supporting the header in accordance with Section R602.7 and double king studs outboard of 
the jacks on each side of the opening. If any portion of the two-story wall is required to be a qualified braced 
wall panel to achieve compliance with Section R602.10.2 for either floor, then the wall shall be designed by a 
registered design professional in accordance with the International Building Code. 
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Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal is submitted to ICC for the 2015 IRC by the Building Code Action Committee (BCAC) and moved 
forward for the 2012 VRC for the benefit of all users. 
 
 
Table R602.3.1 has been the source of a lot of confusion. The footnote b is seldom read or understood.  This change 
is submitted to: 

1. Eliminate the table - the source of the confusion 
2. Provide clarification as to where it can be applied (see the three options below) 
3. Write in code language the requirements for when tall studs can be used. 
4. To say that you cannot use these tall studs where the wall is an integral part of the wall bracing system.   

 
 
Tall studs could be used for two-story gable ended wall supporting nothing more than self weight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tall studs could be used for a two-story projection where the roof framing runs perpendicular to the wall so long as 
the overbuilt roof has a trib length of 6’ or less 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tall studs could be used for a two-story projection where the roof framing runs parallel to the wall such that it was 
supporting nothing more than self weight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

89



Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Chuck Bajnai 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: VBCOA IRC Committee  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 9800 Government Center Parkway, Chesterfield, VA, 23832 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: bajnaic@chesterfield.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 804-717-6428  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s):  Figure R602.3(2) and Section R602.7.4 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 
1.  Modify Figure R602.3(2) as shown:
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Add new Section R602.7.4 as follows: 
 
602.7.4 Supports for headers. Headers shall be supported on each end with one or more jack studs in accordance 
with Table R502.5(1) or Table R502.5(2). A king stud shall be adjacent to the jack stud on each end of the header and 
nailed at each end of the header with 4-16d nails.  
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
      
 
This proposal is submitted to ICC for the 2015 IRC by the Building Code Action Committee (BCAC) and moved 
forward for the 2012 VRC for the benefit of all users. 
 
All wooden beams must be designed to account for lateral stability and rotational movement potential. Currently the 
International Residential Code provides no prescriptive solution for wooden beam stability other than a reference to 
AFPA NDS in Section R301.1.  
 
The NDS 2005 details methods for achieving beam stability in sections 4.4.1 and 3.3.3. These sections are complex, 
formulaic and difficult to interpret for those individuals not familiar with engineering methods and NDS standards. 
Depending on the depth/ breadth ratio of the beam, various means of restraint are required at the ends, compression 
and tension edges of the member.   
 
This simple addition to the IRC will provide a prescriptive solution for more stable beam installations, especially at 
perimeter walls where there is often little to prevent window and door header rotation. Often times with exterior window 
and door headers the only preventative means of beam rotation resistance would be king studs at the end of the 
header beams, which are currently not required expressly in the IRC. A pony wall that often occurs over door and 
window headers may or may not provide stability for the beam. Simply prescribing a king stud for all beams (where 
applicable) and specifying nailing for the king stud to header connection will provide greatly improved beam stability 
with little cost and effort. 
 
From our less than scientific poll, nailing the headers to the king studs is already being done by most reputable home 
builders.  The only thing this proposal does then is to prescribe the nail size.   
 
 
 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual XGovernment Entity Company 
 
Name: Stephen Turchen 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: Virginia Building & Code Officials Association  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: Suite 316 / 12055 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22035 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: Stephen.turchen@Fairfaxcounty.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 703-324-1653  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): 2012 IECC Table R402.4.1.1 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
The current text says, “Corners and headers shall be insulated …”  All headers and corners?  All the time?  Insulated to what level?  
This provision is a carryover of the 2009 IECC requirement. Varying answers to these questions have already lead to varying 
interpretations of the code requirements, uneven enforcement, and confusion in the regulated community.  This proposal intends to 
allay some of that confusion by specifying that headers and corners must be insulated when there is an available cavity (e.g., a two-
ply 2x header in a 2x4 wall leaves no cavity to fill) and by providing a practical definition of what insulated means in this context.  
Typical insulating materials like fiberglass and rigid foam can easily achieve R3 per inch. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 

For the Component “Walls,” change Criteria to read: 
Cavities within corners and headers shall be insulated by completely filling the cavity with a material having a thermal 
resistance of R3 per inch minimum.  and The junction of the foundation and sill plate shall be sealed. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual XGovernment Entity Company 
 
Name: Stephen Turchen 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: Virginia Building & Code Officials Association  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: Suite 316 / 12055 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22035 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: Stephen.turchen@Fairfaxcounty.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 703-324-1653  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): 2012 IECC Table R402.4.1.1 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
Field personnel have noticed that in many cases, a tub or shower is installed in place prior to insulating the exterior wall 
in the vicinity of the tub or shower, which results in the wall behind the tub not being fully (floor to ceiling) insulated, not 
being fully covered with a barrier material, or both.  Negative outcomes include cold walls behind the tub / shower and 
moisture condensing inside the exterior wall when it is not protected by an air barrier and / or not insulated, especially 
possible in the high moisture environment of bathrooms.  This clarification should help to ensure that any exterior wall, or 
portion thereof, behind the tub or shower will be treated as part of the continuous thermal envelope 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
 
 

For the Component “Shower / tub on exterior wall,” change Criteria to read: 
Exterior walls adjacent to showers and tubs shall be insulated and the an air barrier installed separating them from the showers and 
tubs on the interior side of the exterior wall, adjacent to the shower / tub. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual xGovernment Entity Company 
 
Name: Matt Westheimer 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: VBCOA Energy Conservation Committee  
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 401 Lafayette Street, Williamsburg, VA. 23185 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: mwest@williamsburgva.gov  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: 757-220-6135  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VCC (IECC Table R402.4.1.1) 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The added footnote clarifies that the use of insulating material in headers cannot affect the structural integrity of the header required 
by the applicable building code. 
 
 

Date Submitted: 3/21/12 modified 6/25/12 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
 Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
 
 

Add a footnote to Table R402.4.1.1 as shown: 
 

TABLE R402.4.1.1 
AIR BARRIER AND INSULATION INSTALLATION 

  COMPONENT     CRITERIA a,b 
 (no change to table) 

 
a.  In addition, inspection of log walls shall be in accordance with the provisions of ICC-400. 
b.  Structural integrity of headers shall be in accordance with the applicable building code. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity X Company 
 
Name: Robert Torbin 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing: Omega Flex, Inc 
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address: 213 Court Street Suite 1001   Middletown, CT 06457 
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: bob.torbin@omegaflex.net  
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number: (413) 388-2390  

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): USBC  G2411.1 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
See attached Supporting Statement. 
 
 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: 6 August 2012 
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
 
 
 

ADD THE FOLLOWING NEW TEXT TO SECTION G2411.1:  
 
CSST with an arc-resistant jacket listed by an approved agency for installation without the direct bonding, as prescribed in this 
section, shall be installed in accordance with its listing and the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 
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Supporting Statement 
 
The use of a CSST product with a protective, arc-resistant jacket is an alternate method of 
protection against electrical arcing damage caused by high voltage transient events such as a 
nearby lightning strike.  An arc-resistant jacket does not rely on direct bonding to the grounding 
electrode system to reduce or eliminate damage from electrical arcing.  Instead, the protective 
jacket acts as a resistor and is designed to locally absorb and dissipate the arcing energy over a 
short length of the jacket.  The jacket, in essence, disrupts the focus of the arc and reduces the 
energy level below the threshold value that can cause a perforation of the tubing wall.  This 
dynamic action is equally effective compared to the current CSST bonding method regardless of 
the bonding conductor size or length.  The protection against arcing is provided uniformly 
throughout the piping system, and is not affected by close proximity to other metallic systems that 
may not be similarly bonded. 
  
The ICC Evaluation Service has developed listing criteria for arc-resistant jackets to verify that this 
design approach will provide an ability to resist damage from transient arcing currents under a 
wide range of conditions.  A copy of the PMG Listing Criteria (LC1024) is included with this 
proposal.  Currently, three CSST products are listed to PMG LC1024.  The listing criteria defines 
the experimental means to determine whether the protective jacket provides resistance to damage 
from indirect lightning strikes without the need for additional bonding as prescribed currently in 
Section G2411.1 of the VA Uniform Statewide Building Code.  A proposal to include performance 
requirements for an arc-resistant jacket based on the PMG LC1024 Listing Criteria is presently 
under consideration by the ANSI LC-1 TAG. 
 
Extensive testing has been performed by Lightning Technologies Inc. (Pittsfield, MA) to 
demonstrate that the protective, arc-resistant jacket can resist in excess of 4.5 coulombs without a 
perforation of the tubing wall.  A copy of a pertinent LTI test report is attached.  By comparison, 
experimental testing has determined that energy levels around 0.15 coulombs are sufficient to 
perforate uncoated CSST.  While no product or system is immune to damage from a direct 
lightning strike, lightning experts agree that a level of approximately 2 coulombs is the upper end of 
the energy level induced in metallic systems (inside the building) from a nearby/indirect lightning 
strike.  A recent IEEE paper by Dr. Michael Stringfellow (attached) on lightning damage confirms 
that the proposed energy value (2 coulombs and lower) appears consistent with lightning damage 
observed in the field, and the acceptance level (4.5 coulombs) represents an appropriate safety 
threshold for this type of lightning protection. 
 
The cost impact to the consumer of allowing the use of arc-resistant jacket CSST as an alternate 
method of bonding CSST should be minimal if not zero.  The small extra cost per foot of arc-
resistant jacket is more than offset by the elimination of the two bonding connections, the 6 AWG 
conductor wire, and the labor time for the electrician to install. 
 
CSST with arc-resistant jacket has been commercially installed since 2004, and at the present 
time, three different (black-jacketed) products are commercially available.  Field experience has 
been very favorable with no known cases of indirect lightning damage to CSST piping systems 
using these arc-resistant jackets.  Currently, at least 10 states permit the installation of the arc-
resistant CSST without the need for additional bonding.  Given that both conventional (yellow) and 
advanced (black) CSST products will continue to be commercially available, both methods of 
electrical protection of CSST systems should be recognized and permitted within the Code. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Amusement Device Technical Advisory Comm. 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address:       
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:        
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number:        

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s):  Virginia Amusement Device Regulations, Definition of “Amusement Device” 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal is to add clarity to the phrase “open to the public” to facilitate a more uniform application of the VADR. 
 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR SBCO (State Building Codes Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: Vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7150 
 
 

Change VADR Section 13 VAC 5-31-20 (definition of “Amusement device” only) as shown: 
 

“Amusement device” means (1) a device or structure open to the public by which persons are conveyed or moved in an 
unusual manner for diversion and (ii) passenger tramways. For the purpose of this definition, the phrase “open to the 
public” means that the public has full and unrestricted access to an event, irrespective of whether a fee is charged. Private 
events are not considered to be open to the public. 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Amusement Device Technical Advisory Comm. 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address:       
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:        
                                                                             _____________________________________________________________________________________________   Telephone Number:        

                                                                                                      _______________________________________________________________________________________           
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VADR, Section 30 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal is to assist local building departments in the determination of whether certain devices are amusement devices and to 
achieve more uniformity in the application of the regulation. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 

Change Section 13 VAC 5-31-30 to read as follows: 
 
13 VAC 5-31-30. Exemptions Devices covered and exempt. 
 
A. The following devices, identified by name or description, when open to the public, shall be considered amusement devices 
subject to this chapter. The list is intended only to clarify questionable devices, while the definition of an “amusement device” in 13 
VAC 5-31-20 is generally used to determine the applicability of this chapter. 
 

1. Inflatable amusement devices; and 
 
2. Zip lines. 

 
B. The following equipment or devices shall not be considered amusement devices subject to this chapter: 
 

1. Non-mechanized playground or recreational equipment such as swing sets, sliding boards, climbing bars, jungle gyms, 
skateboard ramps and similar equipment where no admission fee is charged for its use or for admittance to areas where the 
equipment is located; 
 
2. Coin-operated rides designed to accommodate three or less passengers; and 
 
3. Water slides or similar equipment used in community association, community club or community organization swimming 
pools.; and 

 
4. Mechanical bulls or similar devices. 
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Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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Kenneth T. Cuccinelli, II  900 East Main Street 
Attorney General Richmond, Virginia 23219 
 804 - 786 - 2071 
 804 - 371 - 8946 TDD 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
- Confidential - 

Subject to Attorney-Client Privilege  
 
 
To:  Anthony Clatterbuck, Chair  
  Board for Housing and Community Development 
 
Cc:  Emory Rogers 
  Department of Housing and Community Development 
 
  Vernon Hodge 
  Department of Housing and Community Development 
    
From:  Steven P. Jack 
  Assistant Attorney General 
    
Date:  February 28, 2013  
 
Subject: Interpretation of § 36-98.3 in promulgating Amusement Device Safety regulations.  
                
 

Question Presented 

You have asked for advice as to the criteria and methods the Committee and Board should use in 
interpreting § 36-98.3 of the Code of Virginia, particularly the phrase "'Amusement device' means (i) a device 
or structure open to the public by which persons are conveyed or moved in an unusual manner for diversion...," 
in promulgating Amusement Device Safety regulations. 
 

 
Discussion 

Section 36-98.3 of the Code of Virginia defines amusement devices to include "device[s] or structure[s] 
open to the public by which persons are conveyed or moved in an unusual manner for diversion, but excluding 
snow tubing parks and rides, ski terrain parks, ski slopes and ski trails..."  In determining what particular 
devices, if any, you should specify in regulations as meeting this definition, you should consider how the 
Virginia courts would review those regulations if requested on an appeal.  

 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Office of the Attorney General 

Richmond 23219
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Some basic statutory construction rules would be applied by the courts.  Virginia Courts have long held 
that they will “determine the legislative intent from the words used in the statute, applying the plain meaning of 
the words unless they are ambiguous or would lead to an absurd result.”1 “The plain, obvious and rational 
meaning of a statute is to be preferred over any curious, narrow, or strained construction.”2  Also, related 
statutes “must be considered together in construing their various material provisions.”3  “This requires that ‘the 
literal meaning of separate provisions, if in apparent conflict[,] . . . must yield to a reasonable and fair 
interpretation to be gathered from the context, the subject matter and the reason and spirit of the law.’”4 In other 
words, “[the courts] have a ‘duty to interpret the several parts of a statute as a consistent and harmonious whole 
so as to effectuate the legislative goal.’”5  

 
The Supreme Court of Virginia ("SCV") has applied these methods in interpreting the definition of 

amusement devices before.  In early 2011, the SCV determined that a snow tubing park with the snow formed 
into chutes was an amusement device (section 36-98.3 was amended by the General Assembly that year in 
response to the SCV's ruling to add the exclusions for snow tubing parks and ski slopes,6 although the SCV's 
reasoning can still be used for further interpretation of that section).  In making that determination, the SCV 
focused on three questions: i) was there a man-made device or structure vs. a natural environment; ii) was a 
person moved or guided in their movement by the device or structure vs. the person moving or directing 
themselves over the passive structure; iii) was the movement for amusement or diversion?7 

 
In that case, the SCV used the definition of structure in § 36-97 of an "assembly of materials forming a 

construction for...use" and noted that even snow, if assembled and formed into a particular shape by persons in 
order to be used for a relevant purpose would be a structure.8  The SCV also made a distinction between a chute 
that guided a passive person in movement (even if the movement is primarily caused by gravity) and a natural 
slope in which the person actively chose his course and speed.9 

 
If all three elements are present (i.e., a man-made device or structure, which mechanically moves or 

physically guides a person in movement, used for amusement or diversion and not a more practical purpose), 
then the device meets the definition of an amusement device.   

 
In making its decision in the 2011 case, the SCV did give deference to the Board's amusement device 

safety regulations and the scope of devices the Board chose to cover under those regulations.  In reviewing 
whether regulations are within the scope of statutory authority, the courts are guided by principles from the 
Virginia Administrative Process Act and constitutional due process protections. 

 
Generally, the construction and interpretation an administrative agency gives to its regulation, if 

reasonable, is entitled to great deference.10  The courts may reverse the administrative agency’s interpretation 
                                                 
1 Grafmuller v. Commonwealth, 57 Va. App. 58, 61, 698 S.E.2d 276, 278 (2010) (quoting Wright v. Commonwealth, 278 Va. 754, 
759, 685 S.E.2d 655, 657 (2009)). 
2 Commonwealth v. Zamani, 256 Va. 391, 395, 507 S.E.2d 608, 609 (1998). 
3 Colbert v. Commonwealth, 47 Va. App. 390, 395, 624 S.E.2d 108, 110 (2006). 
4 Id. at 395, 624 S.E.2d at 110-11 (alteration in original) (quoting Buzzard v. Commonwealth, 134 Va. 641, 653, 114 S.E. 664, 667 
(1922). 
5 Id. at 395, 624 S.E.2d at 111 (quoting Virginia Elec. & Power Co. v. Bd. of County Supervisors, 226 Va. 382, 387-88, 309 S.E.2d 
308, 311 (1983). 
6 2011 Va. Acts of Assembly, Chapter 546. 
7 Vuich v. Great E. Resort Corp., 281 Va. 240, 246-247, 704 S.E.2d 377, 380 (2011). 
8 Id. at 246. 
9 Id. at 247 ("The language ['conveyed or moved'] imports a circumstance in which the rider is a passive participant and does not exert 
control over his or her direction during the ride."). 
10 Virginia Real Estate Board v. Clay, 9 Va. App. 152, 160, 384 S.E.2d 622, 627 (1989).  See also Jackson v. W., 14 Va. App. 391, 
401, 419 S.E.2d 385, 390 (1992). 
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only if the agency’s construction of its regulation is arbitrary or capricious or fails to fulfill the agency’s 
purpose as defined by its basic law.11  The courts shall take due account of the experience and specialized 
competence of the agency, and the purposes of the basic law under which the agency acted.12  The reviewing 
judicial authority may not exercise anew the jurisdiction of the administrative agency and merely substitute its 
own independent judgment for that of the body entrusted by the Legislature with the administrative function.13   

 
Therefore, the Board has some discretion in how broadly it applies the criteria mentioned above in 

determining whether specific devices should be regulated as amusement devices.  However, the Board should 
use some consistent principles in the reasonable application of the criteria, such that a reasonable person 
looking at the regulations can determine why any listed or omitted devices either are or are not included as 
amusement devices.   

 
Unless an included device clearly cannot meet the definition of an amusement device, or an omitted 

device cannot be meaningfully distinguished from an included device, the courts will usually defer to the 
Board's decision in including or omitting the device in its regulation. 

                                                 
11 Id. at 161, 384 S.E.2d at 627 (citing Johnston-Willis Ltd. v. Kenley, 6 Va. App. 231, 246, 369 S.E.2d 1, 9 (1988)). 
12 Va. Code § 2.2-4027. 
13 Clay, 9 Va. App. at 161, 384 S.E.2d at 627. 

103



VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Amusement Device Technical Advisory Comm. 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VADR, Sections 20, 40, 75 and 200 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change the definition of “kiddie ride” in § 20 to read as follows: 
 
“Kiddie Small mechanical ride” means an amusement device, other than an inflatable amusement device, where the passenger or patron height 
is limited to 54 inches or less, the design capacity of passengers or patrons is 12 or less, and (i) the assembly time for the device is two hours or 
less, (ii) the revolutions per minute of any rotation of the components of the device is not greater than seven, (iii) the device has a footprint of 
less than 500 square feet, and (iv) the device does not invert a patron or lift a patron more than three feet in the air, measured from the ground to 
the bottom of the patron’s feet when the device is operating. 
 
Change Item 1 of § 75 to read as follows: 
 
1. $25 $35 for each kiddie small mechanical ride or inflatable amusement device covered by the permit; 
 
Change § 75(D) to read as follows: 
 
D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection C of this section, a permit application is not required for a kiddie small mechanical ride or an 
inflatable amusement device that has an unexpired certificate of inspection issued by any local building department in this Commonwealth, 
regardless of whether the device has been disassembled and moved to a new site. In such cases, the local building department shall be notified 
at least three days prior to the operation of the kiddie small mechanical ride or the inflatable amusement device and the information required on 
a permit application as listed in subsection C of this section shall be provided to the local building department. In addition, and notwithstanding 
the provisions of subsection A of this section, the local building department shall be permitted to charge a $50 inspection fee per event to the 
person notifying the local building department of an event where an inflatable amusement device is operating, if the local building department 
chooses to inspect any or all of the inflatable amusement devices operating at that event. An inspection report shall be provided to the person 
notifying the local building department of the event if such an inspection is conducted. 
 
Change § 75(E) to read as follows: 
 
E. Local building department personnel shall examine the permit application within five days and issue the permit if all requirements are met. A 
certificate of inspection for each amusement device shall be issued when the device has been found to comply with this chapter by a private 
inspector or by an inspector from the local building department. It shall be the responsibility of the local building department to verify that the 
private inspector possesses a valid certificate of competence as an amusement device inspector from the Virginia Board of Housing and 
Community Development. In addition, local building department personnel shall be responsible for assuring that the certificate of inspection is 
posted or affixed on or in the vicinity of the device in a location visible to the public. Permits shall indicate the length of time the device or devices 
will be operated at the site, clearly identify the device or devices to which it applies and the date of expiration of the permit. Permits shall not be 
valid for longer than one year, except that permits for small mechanical rides shall not be valid for longer than six months. 
 
Change the term “kiddie ride” to “small mechanical ride” in §§ 40(C)(2) and 75(F). 
 
Change § 200 (Inflatable Amusement Devices) to read as follows: 
 
In addition to other applicable requirements of this chapter, inflatable amusement devices shall be operated, maintained and inspected in 
accordance with ASTM F2374. 
 
Notwithstanding any requirements of this chapter to the contrary, a permit to operate an inflatable amusement device that is less than 150 
square feet and in which the height of the patron containment area is less than 10 feet need not be obtained if the device has an unexpired 
certificate of inspection issued by a local building department in this Commonwealth, regardless of whether the device has been disassembled or 
moved to a new site. 
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Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
This proposal is to allow inflatable amusement devices to have yearly inspections, but to authorize the local building department to 
inspect any event where an inflatable amusement device is being operated and to charge a $50 inspection fee per event if the local 
building department chooses to inspect such an event.  The proposal also expands the term “kiddie ride” to include small 
mechanical rides (by adding a new definition) and limits the approval of the small mechanical rides to six months without an 
inspection. 
 
 
Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATION 

 
Code Change Form for the 2012 Code Change Cycle 

 

Code Change Number:______________________________ 
 

Proponent Information (Check one): Individual Government Entity Company 
 
Name: Amusement Device Technical Advisory Comm. 
                                    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representing:        
                                                                       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Mailing Address:       
                                                                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Proposal Information 
 
Code(s) and Section(s): VADR, Section 75 
                                                                                                           __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Proposed Change (including all relevant section numbers, if multiple sections):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Statement (including intent, need, and impact of the proposal):  
 
The revised fees reflect the average real costs of local enforcement, taking into consideration travel times, the increased cost of fuel 
and actual time performing inspections.  Although these factors vary by locality, the existing fees reflect an average hourly rate for 
an inspector of $14.09; the new fees: $23.09 an hour.  The fees for “kiddie rides” have been left unchanged in this proposal since 
there is another proposal from the committee to entirely revise the kiddie ride provisions and which also address fees for the new 
small mechanical rides and inflatables, which are to replace the kiddie ride provisions.  The fees have not been adjusted since 
2005.  The authorization for increasing the fee for night or weekend inspections will enable the local building department to do more 
inspections if no third party inspectors are available. 
 
 

Change Section 13 VAC 5-31-75 to read as follows: 
 
13 VAC 5-31-75. Local Building Department. 
 
A. In accordance with §§ 36-98.3 and 36-105 of the Code of Virginia, the local building department shall be responsible for the 
enforcement of this chapter and may charge fees for such enforcement activity. The total amount charged for any one permit to 
operate an amusement device or devices or the renewal of such permit shall not exceed the following, except that when a private 
inspector is used, the fees shall be reduced by 50% 75%: 
 

1. $25 for each kiddie ride covered by the permit; (see small mechanical/inflatable proposal for this category) 
 

2. $35 $55 for each circular ride or flat-ride less than 20 feet in height covered by the permit; 
 

3. $55 $75 for each spectacular ride covered by the permit which permit which cannot be inspected as a circular ride or flat-
ride in subdivision 2 of this subsection due to complexity or height; and 

 
4. $150 $200 for each coaster covered by the permit which exceeds 30 feet in height. 

 
Notwithstanding the above, the local building department shall be permitted to increase the fees up to 50% when requested to 
perform weekend or after-hour inspections. 
 
(Remainder of section unchanged) 
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Submittal Information 
 
 
 

Date Submitted:       
                                                                                     __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The proposal may be submitted by email as an attachment, by fax, by mail, or by hand delivery. 
 

Please submit the proposal to: 
 

DHCD DBFR TASO (Technical Assistance and Services Office) 
600 East Main Street      Email Address: taso@dhcd.virginia.gov 
Suite 300       Fax Number: (804) 371-7092 
Richmond, VA 23219      Phone Numbers: (804) 371-7140 or (804) 371-7150 
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Virginia Certification Standards 
 
13VAC5-21-10. Definitions. 
 
A. The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
“Applicant” means a person seeking a certificate. 
 
“BCAAC” means the Building Code Academy Advisory Committee appointed pursuant to 
subdivision 7 of § 36-137 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
“BHCD” means the Virginia Board of Housing and Community Development. 
 
“Certificate” means a certificate of competence issued pursuant to subdivision 6 of § 36-137 of 
the Code of Virginia concerning the content, application, and intent of specified subject areas of 
the building and fire prevention regulations promulgated by the BHCD and issued to present or 
prospective personnel of local governments and to any other persons seeking to become qualified 
to perform inspections pursuant to Chapter 6 (§ 36-97 et seq.) of Title 36 of the Code of Virginia, 
Chapter 9 (§ 27-94 et seq.) of Title 27 of the Code of Virginia, and any regulations adopted 
thereunder, who have completed training programs or in other ways demonstrated adequate 
knowledge. 
 
“Certificate holder” means a person to whom a certificate has been issued. 
 
“Code academy” means the Virginia Building Code Academy established under subdivision 14 
of § 36-139 of the Code of Virginia or individual or regional training academies accredited by 
the department pursuant to subdivision 7 of § 36-137 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
“DFP” means the Virginia Department of Fire Programs. 
 
“Department” means the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development. 
 
“Nongovernmental employee” means any person not employed by a locality collecting and 
transmitting the fee levy to the department in accordance with subdivision 7 of § 36-137 of the 
Code of Virginia. 
 
“SFPC” means the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code (13VAC5-51). 
 
“State Review Board” means the Virginia State Building Code Technical Review Board 
established under § 36-108 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
“USBC” means the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (13VAC5-63). 
 
“VADR” means the Virginia Amusement Device Regulations (13VAC5-31). 
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B. Words and terms used in this chapter that are defined in the USBC, VADR or SFPC and that 
are not defined in this chapter shall have the meaning ascribed to them in those regulations 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
 
13VAC5-21-20. Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for applicants for a certificate and standards 
to be used by the department in the evaluation and determination of a person’s eligibility for the 
issuance of certificates. 
 
13VAC5-21-31. Qualification and examination requirements. 
 
A. An applicant for a certificate in categories associated with the USBC or the SFPC shall 
provide a written or electronic endorsement from the code official or the code official’s 
supervisor in the locality in which they are employed certifying that the applicant complies with 
the qualification section in the USBC or the SFPC for each type of certificate sought. When the 
applicant for a certificate in categories associated with the USBC or the SFPC is a 
nongovernment nongovernmental employee, the applicant shall provide written or electronic 
documentation that the applicant complies with the qualification section in the USBC or the 
SFPC as it would relate to the applicant's job responsibilities for each type of certificate sought. 
 
B. An applicant for a certificate in categories associated with the VADR shall provide a written 
endorsement from the applicant's supervisor or a person having a similar relationship to the 
applicant certifying that the applicant is generally qualified to conduct activities related to the 
VADR. 
 
C. Applicants for all certificates shall provide proof of successful completion of approved 
examinations for each certificate sought, except as provided for in 13VAC5-21-45 based on 
current certification examination requirements. Applications submitted with passing grades of 
approved examinations older than six years from the date of passing will be denied except where 
the applicant can demonstrate the maintenance of a current certification issued by the approved 
testing agency. The department may consider related certifications maintained by the certifying 
entity. The department shall maintain a list of approved testing agencies and examinations that 
meet nationally accepted standards for each certificate offered. For information on approved 
testing agencies and examinations contact the department’s Technical Assistance Services 
Office, 501 N. 2nd St. Training and Certification Office, 600 East Main St., Suite 300, 
Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 371-7180. 
 
13VAC5-21-41. Certification categories and training requirements. 
 
A. The department maintains a list of all certificates offered and the list sets out the required 
training necessary to attend and complete to obtain a certificate. This section also contains 
specific training requirements for some certificates offered that may be duplicated on the list or 
that may be in addition to those on the list. Alternatives to the training requirements set out in 
13VAC5-21-45 shall be permitted considered for all certificates offered except that no 
alternative shall be accepted for the code academy core module. 
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B. Applicants for certificates shall attend and complete the code academy core module. In 
addition to After the completion of the core module, applicants for the following certificates are 
required to attend and complete the following code academy training as set out in a list 
maintained by the department, except as provided for in 13VAC5-21-45:. All required training 
must be completed within no more than six years prior to the date the application is submitted 
and the requirements for training are based on those in effect at the time of application. 
 
Certificate Code Academy Training 
Building official Advanced official module 
Fire official Advanced official module and the 1031 school as 

administered by DFP 
Building maintenance official Advanced official module and the property 

maintenance module 
Fire prevention inspector The 1031 school as administered by DFP 
Amusement device inspector Amusement device inspection module 
 
13VAC5-21-45. Alternatives to examination and training requirements. 
 
A. An applicant for a certificate with the written endorsement or documentation required by 
13VAC5-21-31 may submit a written request to the department to approve an equivalent 
examination by a testing agency not on the list of approved testing agencies to satisfy the 
examination requirements of 13VAC5-21-31. BCAAC may be consulted with in any such 
consideration. 
 
B. Upon written request, alternative training or a combination of training, education or 
experience to satisfy the training requirements of 13VAC5-21-41 may be approved, provided 
that such alternatives or combinations are determined to be equivalent to that required. However, 
as provided in 13VAC5-21-41, no substitutions shall be approved for the code academy core 
module. The types of combinations of education and experience may include military training, 
college classes, technical schools or long-term work experiences, except that long-term work 
experiences shall not be approved as the sole substitute to satisfy the training requirements. 
BCAAC may be consulted with in any such consideration. 
 
13VAC5-21-51. Issuance and maintenance of certificates. 
 
A. Certificates will be issued when an applicant has complied with the current applicable 
requirements of this chapter. Certificate holders will be classified as active or, inactive or lapsed. 
An active certificate holder is a person who is certified and who has attended all periodic training 
courses designated by the department and complied with all continuing education requirements 
subsequent to becoming certified. An inactive certificate holder is a person who is certified but 
and has not either attended all such the periodic training courses designated by the department or 
met the continuing education requirements, but not both. An inactive certificate holder may 
request reinstatement as an active certificate holder after completing make-up training courses 
authorized by the department. A lapsed certificate holder is a person who is certified but has not 
attended all periodic training courses designated by the department and who has not complied 
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with all continuing education requirements. A lapsed certificate holder may request reinstatement 
as an active certificate holder after completing make-up training courses or examinations, or 
both, as authorized by the department. Provisional certificates may also be issued in accordance 
with subsection C of this section. Requirements for periodic training courses and continuing 
education requirements are set out in subsection D of this section. 
 
B. All certificates issued since June 1978 are considered to be valid unless revoked or suspended, 
except that provisional certificates shall remain valid as set out under subsection C of this 
section. 
 
C. A provisional certificate may be issued to (i) a person who has been directed by the 
department to obtain a certificate; (ii) an applicant requesting a certificate under the alternative 
examination or training provisions of 13VAC5-21-45; or (iii) an applicant when the training 
required training by the department has not been provided or offered; (iv) an inactive or lapsed 
certificate holder when the issuance of a provisional certificate is determined to be warranted by 
the department; or (v) a person who due to extenuating and warranting circumstances either on 
behalf of the code academy or beyond the person’s control, has not fully complied with the 
eligibility requirements of training and competency established herein. 
 
Such a provisional certificate may be issued when the applicant or person has (i) provided the 
written endorsement or documentation required by 13VAC5-21-31, (ii) satisfactorily completed 
the code academy core module, and (iii) completed any training through the code academy or 
through other providers determined to warrant the issuance of the provisional certificate. 
 
The provisional certificate is valid for a period of one year after the date of issuance and shall 
only be issued once to any individual, except that a provisional certificate shall remain valid 
when the required training has not been provided or offered. 
 
D. All certificate holders shall attend periodic maintenance training as designated by the 
department and shall attend 16 hours of continuing education every two years as approved by the 
department. If a certificate holder possesses more than one certificate, the 16 hours shall satisfy 
the continuing education requirement for all certificates. 
 
13VAC5-21-61. Sanctions. 
 
When the BHCD determines a certificate holder has failed to (i) comply with an order issued by 
the State Review Board or failed to; (ii) meet the required training or testing requirements, or 
(iii) attend periodic maintenance training or continuing education, or both, a warning letter may 
be issued to the certificate holder or a certificate may be revoked or suspended by the BHCD. In 
such cases, a noncompliance notice shall be issued to the certificate holder and notification shall 
be provided to the locality or company employing the certificate holder. Exceptions to the 
issuance of a noncompliance notice for failing to comply with the continuing education 
requirements may be considered where there is a separation from employment by medical or 
military leave for 12 consecutive months or more during the continuing education period. A 
record of any action taken pursuant to this section shall be permanently retained in the training 
record of the certificate holder. 
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13VAC5-21-70. Appeal. 
 
Decisions of the BHCD regarding an applicant for a certificate or a certificate holder shall be 
final unless appealed. 
 
Actions under this regulation are governed by the Virginia Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-
4000 et seq. of the Code of Virginia) and are subject to judicial review in accordance with that 
law. 
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Virginia Standards for Individual and Regional Code Academies 
 
13VAC5-80-10. Definitions. 
 
The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
“BHCD” means the Virginia Board of Housing and Community Development. 
 
“Certificate of Accreditation” means the certificate issued to an individual or regional code 
academy that accredits that code academy to conduct educational programs for persons seeking 
to become BHCD-certified for enforcement of Virginia’s building- and fire-related regulations. 
 
“Code Academy” means an educational institution established in accordance with § 36-137 of 
the Code of Virginia that is accredited by DHCD to conduct classes to prepare an individual to 
pursue an occupation in the inspection profession relating to enforcement of the USBC, VADR 
and SFPC, or to upgrade an individual in technical phases of the USBC, VADR and SFPC. 
 
“DHCD” means the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development. 
 
“Operator” means the person designated as the executive official in charge of the code academy. 
 
“SFPC” means the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code (13VAC5-51). 
 
“Train the Trainer” means the DHCD training provided for code academy instructors. 
 
“TRB” means the Virginia State Building Code Technical Review Board established under § 36-
108 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
“USBC” means the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (13VAC5-62) (13VAC5-63). 
 
“VADR” means the Virginia Amusement Device Regulations (13VAC5-31). 
 
13VAC5-80-40. Appeals. 
 
Decisions of DHCD under this regulation are case decisions under the Virginia Administrative 
Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of Virginia) and are subject to judicial review in 
accordance with that law. 
 
13VAC5-80-50. Listing of certified academies. 
 
DHCD shall maintain a list of code academies that hold valid Certificates of Accreditation, 
which shall be available for public review. 
 
13VAC5-80-60. Application for accreditation. 
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A. Any Code Academy seeking a Certificate of Accreditation shall submit the information 
required by these standards, on forms provided by DHCD, 120 calendar days prior to the date for 
which approval is requested. 
 
B. The operator shall reimburse DHCD for the cost of processing and monitoring the 
accreditation. 
 
C. The following information shall be submitted as part of the application: 
 

1. A budget documenting the financial resources available to equip, maintain, and operate 
the code academy and proposed expenditures; 

 
2. The educational and teaching qualifications of the operator and instructors; 

 
3. The individual courses of instruction which will be offered, and the purpose of such 
instructions and an instruction schedule including proposed dates, times and instructors. 
The course listing shall include state academy courses required for certification and 
continuing education programs; 

 
4. A listing of any equipment available to aid instruction in each field; 
 
5. The maximum anticipated enrollment to be accommodated with the equipment 
available in each specified field, and the ratio of students to instructors which shall not 
exceed 50 to 1 for lecture format courses, and 20 to 1 for interactive courses; 
 
6. The locations where such instruction will take place; 
 
7. Any additional information that DHCD may deem necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this chapter. 

 
D. Each application for a Certificate of Accreditation shall also include the following 
commitments: 
 

1. Conduct the Code Academy in accordance with all standards and regulations 
promulgated by DHCD and BHCD; 
 
2. Permit DHCD to inspect the Code Academy at any time, and to provide all information 
pertaining to the activities of the Code Academy or its financial condition as requested by 
DHCD; 
 
3. The levy retained under § 36-137 of the Code of Virginia shall not be used for 
purposes other than directly relating to the operation of the Code Academy; 
 
4. Conduct all state certification courses in accordance with DHCD content and delivery 
requirements; 
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5. In the event that the Code Academy should close, a list of enrolled students who have 
not completed their program of study, and the amount of the course which they have 
completed, shall be submitted to DHCD; 
 
5. 6. Maintain current, complete and accurate student records, including a record of all 
hours of work completed by each student.; 
 
7. Submit quarterly activity reports on forms provided by DHCD. The reports shall 
include: 
 

a. Training activities conducting during a quarter; 
 

b. Expenditures for conducted training activities: 
 

c. Expenditures for related activities; and 
 

d. Anticipated adjustments to approved activities at the time of accreditation; 
 

8. Submit final activity and budget reports on forms provided by DHCD within 90 days 
prior to the end of the accreditation period. The reports shall include: 

 
a. A training and activity report including courses, programs, instructors and 
student statistics; 

 
b. A report detailing related activities; 

 
c. A report on expenditures on all activities and purchases including revenue 
collected and any carry-over balance; and 

 
d. Summary of the accreditation year. 

 
13VAC5-80-70. Certificate display. 
 
The Certificate of Accreditation shall be displayed on the premises of the Code Academy in an 
area which is readily accessible to the public. 
 
13VAC5-80-80. Renewal of certificate. 
 
A. Every Code Academy shall apply for renewal of its Certificate of Accreditation no later than 
April 15 of each year, on forms provided by DHCD. The application for renewal following 
information shall include a current training schedule. be submitted as part of the renewal 
application: 
 

1. Proposed state certification course and continuing education training schedule for 
accreditation for the renewal period, including a delivery schedule, instructors, target 
participants, site logistics and proposed budget; 
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2. Proposed related activities such as, but not limited to, equipment and related training 
purchases, conferences and outside training events; 

 
3. Anticipated revenue for the operation of the academy, budget for all training activities, 
academy staffing, related purchases and anticipated carry-over funds; 

 
4. Any changes to the initially approved instructor list; 

 
5. The following commitments: 

 
a. Conduct the Code Academy in accordance with all standards and regulations 
promulgated by DHCD and BHCD; 

 
b. Permit DHCD to inspect the Code Academy at any time and to provide all 
information pertaining to the activities of the Code Academy or its financial 
condition as requested by DHCD; 

 
c. To not use the levy retained under § 36-137 of the Code of Virginia for 
purposes other than those directly relating to the operation of the Code Academy; 

 
d. Conduct all state certification courses in accordance with DHCD content and 
delivery requirements; 

 
e. In the event that the Code Academy should close, a list, to be submitted to 
DHCD, of enrolled students who have not completed their program of study and 
the amount of the course which they have completed; and 

 
f. Maintain current, complete and accurate student records, including a record of 
all hours of work completed by each student. 

 
B. Every Certificate of Accreditation shall expire upon failure to obtain renewal by June 30 of 
each year. 
 
13VAC5-80-90. Personnel qualifications. 
 
A. Any director of the Code Academy shall demonstrate a working knowledge of USBC, VADR 
and SFPC training-related technology and shall possess a minimum of two years of supervisory 
experience. Managerial experience and a college degree from an accredited college or university 
are preferred. 
 
B. All instructors shall have knowledge and experience in the trade or profession in which the 
instructor teaches. Instructors teaching the state required certification courses shall have DHCD-
approved experience as an instructor or shall have successfully completed a “Train the Trainer” 
or DHCD-approved equivalent course and hold an active DHCD instructor certification and 
active certifications in the discipline in which they are teaching. 
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C. DHCD shall be notified of any staff or instructor changes within the code academy 
subsequent to receiving accreditation. Staff changes forwarded to DHCD shall include 
qualifications of the instructors. 
 
13VAC5-80-100. Instructional program. 
 
The instructional program shall consist of those courses and subjects, related to the technical 
provisions of the national model codes and referenced standards, which the Code Academy has 
been accredited to offer, and be consistent with the instructional programs offered by DHCD. 
DHCD reserves the sole right to provide programs based on Chapter 1 of the USBC, VADR and 
SFPC. Attendance at any local or regional Code Academy shall not satisfy mandatory attendance 
at programs administered by DHCD on any changes to the USBC, VADR or SFPC. 
 
13VAC5-80-110. Application for additional courses. 
 
The operator shall present a supplementary application to DHCD for approval of additional 
courses of instruction. 
 
13VAC5-80-120. Withdrawal Approval of initial application, withdrawal of course approval and 
revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew a certificate of accreditation. 
 
A. DHCD may not approve an initial application, withdraw course approval, or revoke, suspend, 
or refuse to renew, any code academy’s Code Academy’s Certificate of Accreditation for any of 
the following: 
 

1. Violation of any provision of this chapter; 
 
2. Furnishing false, misleading, or incomplete information to DHCD, or failure to furnish 
information requested by DHCD within a reasonable time; 
 
3. Presenting to a student any information that is false, misleading or fraudulent; 
 
4. Failure to maintain the premises in a safe and sanitary condition as required by law, 
state regulation or local ordinance; 
 
5. Failing to maintain adequate financial resources to satisfactorily conduct the courses of 
instruction offered, or to retain an adequate, qualified staff. 

 
B. DHCD shall notify the operator by certified mail 30 calendar days prior to the effective date 
of any withdrawal of course approval, or revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew, a 
Certificate of Accreditation. 
 
13VAC5-80-130. Return of certificate. 
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Any Certificate of Accreditation issued to a Code Academy shall be returned to DHCD 
immediately, by registered mail, for the following: 
 

1. Revocation; or 
 
2. Voluntary closure of institution; or 
 
3. Any other cause deemed sufficient by DHCD. 

 
13VAC5-80-140. Records. 
 
DHCD shall maintain records on all actions, findings and recommendations concerning the 
initial application approval or denial, or approval, revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew any 
Certificate of Accreditation. All records shall be available to the public, upon request. 
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VA DHCD 

Workgroup #1 and #3 Summary (03‐12‐13) 
 
Meeting held:  Tuesday, March 12th 2013 
Location:  Virginia Housing Center 
Time:    9:30am 
 
Emory Rodgers opened the meeting with an overview and explanation of the 2012 Code Change process 
and schedule, followed by introductions of those present.  Review of proposed changes commenced. 
 

1. VRC 101.2 REFERENCED STANDARD 
Proposed by:  Kenney Payne 
Comments/Concerns 

 Discussion on the deletion of Chapter 34 makes this change unnecessary 
Action:  Proposal withdrawn by proponent 

2. VCC 101.6 AND VRC 101.6 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE 
Proposed by:  Kenney Payne 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve 
 

3. VCC 102.3 SHIPPING CONTAINERS 
Proposed by:  VBCOA Administrative Committee and STRB 
Comments/Concerns 

 Exceptions clarifies  that shipping containers are exempted from these code 
requirements 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

4. VCC 102.3.1 AND 202 AUTOMOTIVE LIFTS (3 PROPOSALS) 
Proposed by:  Lynn Underwood and DHCD Staff 
Comments/Concerns 

 If passed as written, would make automotive lifts subject to annual elevator inspections 
 Elevator representatives support this proposal 
 Automotive lifts pose no greater hazard than any other industrial processes equipment 
 must determine how to differentiate between processing equipments and any other 
equipment that requires structural support 

 2 separate issues too look at in this proposal: initial installation and maintenance 
 Proponents can decide if they want to seek further interpretation from the Technical 
Review Board (TRB) 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

5. VCC 103.4 ADDITIONS 
Proposed by:  Kenney Payne 
Comments/Concerns 

 Current code allows one the option of using the IBC OR IEBC 
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 Once changes are correlated, it will get rid of reference to §3403.3  
 Replace “shall comply” with “shall be permitted to comply” 
 Clarity on 5% cap vs. increase by 5% , to existing structures 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus as amended 
 
 
 

6. VCC 103.10 ALTERATIONS AND SCOPE, ENERGY CONSERVATION 
Proposed by:  Michael Redifer 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal is not intended to affect requirements of ASHRAE 
 Change allows the use of Low‐E Building exemption 
 Proponent noted that historic and Low‐E Buildings are exempt from the requirements of 
this proposal 

 Emory Rodgers suggested that proposal should be further scrutinized for conflicts, 
problems or concerns 

 Need to determine whether this language needs to be put in the IEBC or IECC 
Action:   Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus; Staff will 

recommend it be carried over to the 2nd half of the cycle 
 

7. VCC 108.1 RESTRIPING ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES 
Proposed by:  Ken Fredgren 
Comments/Concerns 

 Does the last sentence apply if there is not an accessible entrance; if so, would it then 
require the addition of an accessible entrance 

 Confusion over what the 20% includes and when and where does it come in 
 Suggested to eliminate the reference to accessible entrance from §3411.6 
 Staff would correlate language with IBC; probably in Chapter 3 (prescriptive) 
 Board may want clarification on whether or not this code change will trigger the 
requirement for a permit 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus with amendment 
deleting the word “accessible” from the last sentence of 3411.6. 

 
8. VCC 108.2 DECK PERMIT EXEMPTION 

Proposed by:  Chuck Bajnai 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

9. VCC 113.6 ELECTRONIC NOTICE OF INSPECTION 
Proposed by:  STRB 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

10. VCC 113.8 ENERGIZING ELECTRICAL SERVICE FOR FINAL INSPECTION 
Proposed by:  STRB 

14



 
 

Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve 
 

11. VCC 202 DEFINITION OF NIGHT CLUB 
Proposed by:   
Comments/Concerns 

 Main use can be taken out, but would make law more astringent 
 No code change, proposal won’t go anywhere, but wanted to put it on the table 

Action:  No Code Change (discussion item only) 
 
 
 

12. VRC 202 DEFINITION OF EXISTING BUILDING 
Proposed by:  Kenney Payne 
Comments/Concerns 

 SFM recommends keeping “initial edition” language; each locality would have their own 
initial edition 

 Some posed that using a specific date may  create problems 
 DHCD staff explained that the date is not “official”, rather it should be used to establish 
a starting point 

 Emory Rodgers would like to hear from building officials how this may have posed a 
problem in the past 

Action:  Proposal withdrawn by proponent 
 

13. VCC IRC R202 DEFINITION OF HABITABLE ATTIC 
Proposed by:  VBCOA IRC Committee 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal not intended to change the compliance requirements of the IRC 
 From industry standpoint, will not support 
 HBAV does not support change 
 SFMO finds proposal problematic from an enforcement viewpoint; what code section 
would be referenced 

 This is the easiest way to state one cannot have a 4‐story building; habitable attics may 
only be added to 1st and 2nd story buildings 

 Remove the definition of habitable attic altogether 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

14. VCC IRC R302.5.1 GARAGE DOOR 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson 
Comments/Concerns 

 VAMMHA supports proposal 
 Building official believes this is a fairly minor cost that gains some protection to the 
inside of the house 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
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15. VCC IRC R311.2.1 ACCESSIBLE INTERIOR DOORS 
Proposed by:  HBAV 
Comments/Concerns 

 Some voiced that proposal was poorly crafted 
 Suggestion to add the word “nominal” 
 DHCD staff to make technical corrections to proposal 
 Emory Rodgers request VAMMHA to provide floor plan information 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus as amended 
 

16. VCC IRC R502.5 PORCH HEADERS 
Proposed by:  Lynn Underwood, Brian Foley 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus to approve 
 

17. VCC IRC R507 DECKS (4 PROPOSALS) 
Proposed by:  Chuck Banjai 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal takes out non‐consensus types of issue 
 Language used taken out of DC‐A6; lots of states are using it 
 Lateral support requirement currently in IRC is broken, this document covers the 
requirements that are NOT in the IRC language. 

 Perhaps if this language is too much, we can go with some similar to what NADRA has 
 80% of the Commonwealth welcomes some guidance on this issue 
 Proposal initially sponsored by American Wood Council, who has no interest in 
maintaining it 

 If this proposal goes through, 2 deck proposals will be withdrawn (Bryan Deem and John 
Trenary); must wait to see if initial proposal goes through. 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

18. VCC IRC R602.3.1 TALL WALLS 
Proposed by:  Chuck Bajnai 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal clarifies that 20‐foot high walls cannot be stacked in threes 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

19. VCC IRC R602.7.4 KING STUDS 
Proposed by:  Chuck Bajnai 
Comments/Concerns 

 Will this proposal negate other acceptable methods? 
 Language in proposal refers to NDS; in order for it to correlate with IRC,  language must 
be added to the IRC 

 Perhaps another code change is needed 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

20. VCC IRC R806 ROOF VENTILATION 
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Proposed by:  Chuck Bajnai 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal takes out apparent contradiction; clarifies that one can have vented or un‐
vented attics 

 Requires at least 50% of venting, if provided, comes from eaves 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

21. VCC IRC R807 ATTIC ACCESS 
Proposed by:  Chuck Bajnai 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal is less restrictive, building officials do not like it 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

22. VCC IRC R905.2.8.5 DRIP EDGE 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson 
Comments/Concerns 

 Suggestion made to make an exception where drip edges interfere with gutters or leaf 
protections systems 

 Emory Rodgers suggested to proponents that some tweaking could be done to this 
proposal  

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

23. VCC IRC N1102.1.1 (TABLE WALL AND CEILING INSULATION (2 PROPOSALS) 
Proposed by:  HBAV 
Comments/Concerns 

 Proposal offers too much change, too quickly; please advance as non‐consensus 
 Proposal addresses 2x4 vs. 2x6 construction; many areas across the country are now 
going to 2x6 construction 

 Increased costs of construction included in analyses 
 Arlington County reps would support this proposal as written 

o good compromise 
o addresses energy efficiency 

 SFM asked how this proposal would affect energy savings? 
 SFM supports reducing the % 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

24. VCC IRC N1102.4 WHOLE HOUSE TESTING 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson, Randy Melvin 
Comments/Concerns 

 In VA we currently have visual or mechanical testing 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus  
 

25. VCC IRC IECC R402.2.13 MECHANICAL ROOMS 
Proposed by:  Bryan Deem, Stephen Turchen, Guy Tomberlin 
Comments/Concerns 
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 Discussions relating to when this would be applicable 
o Only applicable to the building thermal envelope, would not apply to a water 

heater in a shed 
 Proposal only references appliances that are not direct vent. 
 Suggested for proponent to clean up language 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

26. VCC IRC IECC R402.4.1.1 (TABLE AIR BARRIERS (4 PROPOSALS) 
Proposed by:  Stephen Turchen 
Comments/Concerns 

 Some officials believe that current requirement is being overlooked; language already in 
code 

 Not adding anything that isn’t already there, just want to emphasize it in bold narrative, 
rather than having to look at a table. 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

27. VCC IRC IECC R403.2.1 ATTIC SUPPLY DUCT INSULATION 
Proposed by:  Bryan Deem 
Comments/Concerns 

 This is a code change at national level 
Action:  Withdrawal by proponent 
 

28. VCC IRC IECC R403.2.2 DUCT TESTING 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson 
Comments/Concerns 

 Testing is not required/mandated in current code 
 Some would like to see duct testing on every home, code at this point gives you an 
option 

 Suggested to revisit this topic in next cycle 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

29. VCC IRC IECC R403.4.2 HOT WATER PIPE INSULATION 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson 
Comments/Concerns 

 VBCOA Energy Committee does not support this proposal 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

30. VCC IRC IECC R403.6 AND M1401.3 EQUIPMENT SIZING (2 PROPOSALS) 
Proposed by:  Guy Tomberlin 
Comments/Concerns 

 New standard (Manual S update) will alleviate some of the over‐sizing issues 
 Emory Rodgers suggests that this proposal may be worth carrying over to second half 
pending outcome of Standards committee meeting 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
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31. VCC IRC IECC R405.5.2(1 (TABLE WINDOW GLAZING) 

Proposed by:  Mike Toalson 
Comments/Concerns 

 Change would be a backwards step; Virginia currently enforces the way the 2012 code is 
written 

 Proponent wants credit for less glazing as compared to the standard reference design 
 This proposal revises only one piece of the performance method 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

32. VCC IRC M1501.2 TRANSFER AIR 
Proposed by:   
Comments/Concerns 

 Issue is in balancing (design) 
 These will be vetted at the next VPMIA committee meeting 

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus (carry over 2nd 
half of cycle) 
 

33. VCC IRC M1503.4 MAKEUP AIR 
Proposed by:  Mike Toalson, Randy Melvin 
Comments/Concerns 

 Current requirement is irrational 400 is okay but if you go to 401 then you have to make 
up all 401 not just the one;  most downdrafts are in excess of this. 

 Currently doing it in Maryland and it is causing a lot of problems.   
 SS against, VPMIA would like to vet.   

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus (carry over 2nd 
half of cycle) 
 

34. VCC IRC G2411.1 CSST ARC‐RESISTANT JACKET 
Proposed by:  Robert Torbin 
Comments/Concerns 

 At this time no national standard; process to continue 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
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35. SFPC 103.2 AMENDMENTS 
Proposed by:  Robby Dawson 
Comments/Concerns 

 Discussion on deletion of scope of enforcement maybe problematic to allow scope of 
enforcement from model codes and reference standards to be enforceable without 
review for impact on the law and SFPC regulations sections 101.2, 102.4, 103 to 106.   

 In  §901.2 staff noted this was something the VCC and SFPC need to be coordinated as 
USBC 109 establishes details and sets o be submitted.  

Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

36. SFPC 106.3 THIRD PARTY INSPECTIONS 
Proposed by:  John Catlett 
Comments/Concerns 

 Discussion on conflicting language “may” vs. “shall” 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus as amended 
 

37. VADR § 20 DEFINITION OF AMUSEMENT DEVICE 
Proposed by:  ADTAC 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

38. VADR § 20 SMALL MECHANICAL RIDES AND INFLATABLES 
Proposed by:  ADTAC 
Comments/Concerns 

 Discussion on why these should be inspected 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

39. VADR § 30 DEVICES COVERED AND NOT COVERED 
Proposed by:  ADTAC 
Comments/Concerns 

 Language adds zip lines and inflatables but removed mechanical bulls 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

40. VADR § 75 FEES 
Proposed by:  ADTAC 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
 

41. VADR/VCC 102.3 GENERATORS 
Proposed by:  Kenneth Martin 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non‐consensus 
 

42. VCS – DHCD/BCAAC PROPOSED REVISIONS 
Proposed by:  Michael Redifer 
Comments/Concerns 
Action:  Proposal being carried over to second half of cycle 
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43. CODE ACADEMY STANDARDS – DHCD/BCAAC PROPOSED REVISIONS 

Proposed by:  DHCD, BCAAC 
Comments/Concerns 

 DHCD staff member reviewed proposed changes 
Action:  Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus 
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