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Who we are & What we do

; \
% Connect entrepreneurs to organizations who can pi
them grow

Initial funding and in-kind support from:

% State agencies (VDHCD, VDBA, VTC, VHDA, VEDP)

% Community development bankers (VCC, Capital One, Wells Fargo)
% Membership associations (VDDA, VBIA, VSBD()

% Universities (VT KnowledgeWorks, Mason Enterprise Center)




VCEN & DHCD Stakeholders

DHCD has strategically positioned s the “f
of the Commonwealth’s entrepreneurial dm.')ment
system by focusing on building community capacity

DHCD’s existing programs (ex. ARC, BCC, BEE, CDBG, VEZ,
VMS, etc.) leverage entrepreneurship-based development
to drive community revitalization

DHCD’s investment in and partnership with VCEN will
enhance its efforts to provide information to practitioners
and community leaders

VCEN can help inform policymakers about investing in
effective approaches to entrepreneurship & small
business development to increase economic
development & community revitalization




Key Projects

Statewide conference on June 2-4, 2014 in

practices and provided professional networking opportunities for
SBDCs, CDFlIs, Microenterprise, Main Streets, PDCs, Universities, Angel
Investors, Business Incubators, local & state agencies, CAPs, etc.
Building an interactive website with a searchable resource database,
events calendar, blogs, information to connect entrepreneurs to

resource providers (US SourceLink model)

. Applied research to demonstrate the impact of community economic
development programs and mapping the Virginia entrepreneurial
support ecosystem to document existing practice models and identify

gaps
. Creating Pilot Initiatives with local and regional partners to test out
promising practices

. Providing interactive learning opportunities for community economic
development professionals



Why US SourcelLink

category
“* Over the past 5 years, several Virginia state ag

regional development groups identified the need for an online
resource database as part of their entrepreneurship strategies

¢+ US Sourcelink - started by the Kauffman Foundation & UMKC -
emerged as the most attractive option. Loudoun County
became the first local Virginia affiliate.




About “SourcelLink Virginia”

+*VCEN is the official statewide affiliate of US

“*VCEN’s SourceLink Virginia program will lnclw
“* Interactive website with calendar, blogs, and information
% Online database (Resource Navigator)
% Toll-free telephonic Referral Center (if needed)
% Client Management System/CRM (Biz-Trakker)

* SourcelLink Virginia service providers are:

“* Any nonprofit, university or governmental organization that
provides direct services to entrepreneurs and small
businesses

% VCEN and US SourcelLink are exploring ways to include for-
profit service providers that meet certain parameters.

“* SourcelLink Virginia is provided free of charge to both
service providers and businesses
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Sneak Preview
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How You Can Help

* The SourceLink program is designed
Resource Partners.

% Each organization goes through an initial intake process where
information is gathered about their program and service
offerings (paper, electronic and/or online)

¢ Partner organizations will have the option of posting their
classes and events to the SourceLink Virginia website

“* VCEN will co-host periodic Resource Partner meetings with
regional champions around the Commonwealth

% Resource Partners are asked to promote SourcelLink Virginia
when possible.

“* SourcelLink Virginia is designed to be easily integrated into
existing local entrepreneurship and economic development
initiatives (ex. My SWVA Opportunity, RVA Works, Loudoun
SourcelLink, etc.)

* SourceLink Virginia will complement, not duplicate, the
Commonwealth’s Business One-Stop Program




What’s in it for you?

“*Free marketing of your services c

**Qualified client referrals, based on the criteria
you establish

“*Greater public awareness of your organization

“*Increased knowledge of potential partners and
collaboration opportunities

“*ldentification of gaps in Virginia’s entrepreneurial
& economic development ecosystem that can
lead to program creation, reform or expansion



For more information

‘\

Contact:
Conaway B. Haskins IlI On the Web:
Executive Director of VCEN http://www.vcen.org
804.739.0985 (desk)
703.946.3089 (cell) Social Media:
chaskins@vcen.org http://www.twitter.com/SourceLinkVA

http://www.facebook.com/vcen.org

http://vcen.tumblr.com
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