MEETING SUMMARY
Commission on Local Government
FIS Task Force
July 26, 2013 at 10:00 AM
The Virginia Housing Center
Henrico Room 2
4224 Cox Road
Glen Allen, Virginia

Present

David Blount

Vivian Calkins-McGettigan
Beverly Cameron

Thomas Foley

Kathleen Guzi

Penny Hodge

James McReynolds

Chris Morrill

Ross Mugler

Not Present

Alan Albert

Others

Clyde Cristman, Senate Finance Committee staff

Robert Vaughn, House Appropriations Committee staff
Charles Crowson, Virginia Association of Assessing Officials

Mary Ann Curtin, Chesterfield County
Neal Menkes, Virginia Municipal League



Budget Items/House Appropriations/Senate Finance

Budget amendments are posted to the web relatively early in the General Assembly session.
Several member amendments are weeded out by crossover.

Only 10-20% of member amendments ultimately appear in the House and Senate budgets.
Localities can be effective in the budget process by contacting House Appropriations or Senate
Finance staff directly.

Fiscal impact statements should go directly to the money committees.

A formal process for budget item analysis by the CLG is not the most effective way to make an
impact.

Statutory Language

The task force will recommend new statutory language in its report.

David Blount will assist with drafting the new language.

Will give DPB and TAX authority to refer bills to CLG for analysis. Language related to DLS will
not be altered.

Should CLG analyze study resolutions that could lead to increased local financial burdens in the
future?

CLG resources and outside consultants

CLG studied the use of outside consultants in the past and it was determined that the expertise
for drafting fiscal impact statements did not reside outside the Commission.
The task force will continue to study the need for CLG to add staff.

Subject Matter Experts

There should also be a separate body in charge of prioritizing bills. They should consist of
retired experts because they are not budgeting for the next year or working at the General
Assembly.
CLG will need the assistance of VML and VACo to gather subject matter experts.
CLG needs to better define the subject areas for bills.

o Subject areas should mirror the different house committees
College professors might be interested in serving as subject matter experts as a resume
enhancement.
VGFOA can also help solicit volunteers for this process.

Next Meeting Topics

Subject-matter experts
Prioritization committee
Statutory language changes



