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PROCEEDI NGS
July 14, 2025

CHAIR BERBERT: All right. Good
nor ni ng, everybody. |'mgoing to cal
t he public hearing to order.

My nane is Louie Berbert, and |
currently serve as the chair of the
Board of Housing and Conmunity
Devel opnent .

Today, the Board is going to hold
a public hearing to receive comments
prior to the proposed regul ations.
|'"d like to welcone all the board
menbers of the Housing Conmmunity and
Devel opnent as well as the Virginia
Fire Services Board that are here
t oday.

Thank you for attending.

Before we get started, I'd |ike
to take a nonment to |let the board
menbers introduce thenselves. So
we'll just go around and | will start
with M. Snell.

MR, SNELL: I'mJ.M Snell.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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I"mfrom Harri sonburg, Virginia,
and | serve in two capacities, the
Board of Housing and the Board of
Housi ng representative on the Fire
Servi ces Board.

M5. NEALE: Good norning

My name is Tamy Neale and |I'm
t he CEO of Virginia Housing, and
wel cone to our facility today.

MR. GARRETT: M nane is
Bill Garrett. |I'mhere in R chnond
and |''ma honebuil der by trade and
still fairly new to the board.

M5. BEAL: |'m Maggi e Beal .

I"'minterimdirector for
Depart ment of Housi ng and Conmunity
Devel opnent .

CHAI R BERBERT: Loui e Berbert
again, and I'mfrom Virginia Beach.

And t hank you guys for being
her e.

MR JONES: |'m Roger Jones.

I"mfrom Manassas, Virginia. And

happy to be here. Thanks.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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MR. HUX: Good norning. Billy
Hux, State Fire Marshal.

MR. SYKES: (Good nor ni ng.

Steven Sykes. | work for the
Virginia Fire Services Board. Served
in the Gty of Fairfax as the buil ding
official and fire marshal .

MR, JOHNSON: Keith Johnson here
representing the Virginia Fire
Servi ce.

MR OSLEGER: Hank Gsleger, |I'm
from Fredericksburg, Virginia, where
"' ma custom honebui | der.

M5. BRYANT: Sylvia Bryant, and
I'"'mfromNorfolk and | represent
several contractors.

MR. DAVIS: Joshua Davis with the
State Fire Marshal's O fice.

M5. GOODMAN:  Jenna Goodman with
Virginia Buil ding Code Revisions.

MR. MLLER John Mller, I'm
chief of fire energency responses wth
t he Departnment of Forestry and a

menber of the fire service.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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MR, MAI ATICO  Gerry Maiatico, |
serve as an assistant chief and fire
code official for Warren County,
Virginia. And I"'mon the Fire
Servi ces Board.

CHAIR BERBERT: | think we have a
coupl e of folks online as well if you
can i ntroduce yoursel ves.

MR. TROSTLE: Mark Trostle here
from Northern Virginia.

Unfortunately, I'mtraveling today
across the Del marva Peni nsul a.

M5. DAVIS: Good norning. |I'm
C ndy Davis from Henrico County.

Reti red.

MR STOSSER |I'll go next.

Scott Stosser from Bl acksburg,
Virginia. |I'ma |ocal builder there,
and developer. |I'min Florida today.

M5. GOLDBERG Lynne ol dber g,
l"min Alexandria, Virginia. And |
work for a concessi on conpany on the
boar d.

MR, BURKE: Don Bur ke, Northern

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Virginia, Alexandria. Longtine
resident of the state.

CHAIR BERBERT: All right. Thank
you. | think that's all of our board
menber s today.

Before we get started, |1'd like
to explain how the hearing will be
conducted. Anyone w shing to speak
should sign up in the registration
tabl e near the door or enter their
name on the chat online.

Comments of fered by previous
speakers need not be repeated. A
speaker may establish a point sinply
by referring to the earlier statenent
t hat expresses their position. W do
have a tinme imt of two m nutes, so
pl ease be respectful of that.

If you hear a chinme go off, your
time has expired and I will rem nd you
if I need to. W welcone the
subm ssion of witten statenents as
well. The board will review all

witten naterials that are submtted.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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If you have witten statenents today,
pl ease submt themto staff.

W will receive public comment in
this order. First, we're going to go
through the Virginia Statewide Fire
Prevention Code. Then we'll nove on
to the Uniform Statew de Buil di ng
Code. Third, the Virginia Anrusenent
Devi ce Regul ations. Fourth, the
Virginia Industrialized Building and
Safety Regul ations. And we'l]l
conclude with the Virginia
Certification Standards and the
Vi rgi ni a Manufactured Hone Safety
Regul ati ons.

For each regul ation, we're going
to start with those who are
participating in the room and | wll
now open the public hearing and ask
M. Sawyer to call the first speaker.

MR. SAWER  Yes, sir, M. Chair.

Anybody in the roomw sh to speak
on the Statew de Fire Prevention Code?

Al right, M. Chair. Nobody in

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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the room so we'll turn to online. So
| believe -- so speaking on the
Statewi de Fire Prevention Code first.
| see M. Ross Shearer.

M. Shearer, if you' d like to
speak -- provide coment.

MR. SHEARER. Ch, | didn't think
|'d be starting off. But here it
goes.

"' m Ross Shearer. | live in
Vi enna where |'ve been for 40 years.
The board is charged with serving the
public through a broad range of
I nstrunents that include the
construction standards of the Uniform
St at ew de Buil di ng Code. The code's
exi stence signifies that Virginia --
Vi rgi ni ans recogni ze that the concept
of a free market to deliver suitable
housi ng for Virgini ans cannot be
relied on.

To restrain the inevitable drift
fromaquality construction, a

regul atory franmework i s necessary with

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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speci fic conponents benefitting us
both collectively as well as
i ndi vidual ly as nenbers of the
conmmuni ty and as users of housi ng.

The USBC pronptes safe,
af f ordabl e housing for Virginia, thus
stabilizing nei ghborhoods and
pronoting trust in the construction
I ndustry. It should continue its
progress of adopting i nprovenents.

Pl ease recognize in the spirit of
probity that the commons we all |ive
w thin shares both national and gl obal
consequences.

The oceans, the atnosphere, the
many features of planet Earth that
support us are tragically threatened
in a significant part by inadequately
restrai ned market pressures.

Vi rgi ni ans expect the Commonwealth to
conplete its recent progress by fully
adopting the current International
Code Council's nodel including the

residential energy efficiency and the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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fire protection portion.

Thank you.

MR. SAWER  Thank you.

Wul d anybody el se online wish to
speak on the Statewi de Fire Prevention
Code?

CHAIR BERBERT: In the comments
section, | see Kinberly Dyke-Harsl ey.
On the Statewi de Fire Prevention Code.
You may begin.

M5. DYKE- HARSLEY: Pardon ne.

"1l be waiting for the building
code -- Statew de Buil di ng Code.
Thank you.

CHAI R BERBERT: All right. Thank
you, Kinberly.

MR. SAWER Al right.

M. Chair, we are going to the
Uni form St at ew de Bui |l di ng Code now.
We have first signed up -- okay. So
virtual online, we have
M. Steve Shapiro followed by d en
Besa, and then M. Don Burke.

Yes, ma'am And Ms.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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Dyke- Har sl ey.

But, Steve Shapiro, if you'd like
to go first.

MR. SHAPI RO Thank you. Good
nor ni ng.

My nane is Steve Shapiro, and |
represent the Apartnent and Ofice
Bui | di ng Associ ation and the Virginia
Apart ment Managenent Associ ati on.

W' ve been longtine participants in
t he code devel opnent process and |'m
currently participating on the
heati ng/ cooli ng study group and the
State Fire Prevention Code Energy
Sub-wor k groups.

I'd like to recogni ze the
out standi ng work that the DHDC staff
does in support of the code process
both at the neetings as well as
between the neetings. W are
fortunate to have such a dedi cat ed,
know edgeabl e staff to work wth.

Lastly, | want to encourage the

Board to keep on track so that the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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2024 codes w || becone effective in
Oct ober of 2027 at the |atest.

The International Code Council,
I CC, is currently devel opi ng 2027 |
codes which should be available in
| ate 2026. So we don't want to see
Virginia falling further behind the
nost recent avail abl e codes.

Thank you for your tine today.

CHAI R BERBERT: Thank you.

MR. SAWER  Up next, we have
M. den Besa, followed by M. Don
Bur ke, and then Ms. Dyke-Har sl ey.

M. Besa, if you'd like to
provi de conment.

MR. BESA: Yes, ny nane is
Gen Besa. | live in Chesterfield
County. |'m speaking as a private
citizen. Housing affordability is on
people's m nds these days. | think
both of our gubernatorial candi dates
have addressed this issue. It's
i nportant to recogni ze that

affordability includes not just the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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cost of housing, but also taxes,

I nsurance, and utilities,
specifically, energy. The rising cost
of energy.

Energy efficiency is critical in
reduci ng energy costs to honeowners
and apartnent owners. And al so
reduci ng energy pollution and clinmate
I npacts. |'mvery concerned about
climate inpacts. And | think it's --
I think we need to recogni ze that
t oday's hi gher energy prices, you
know, are reflected in the ability for
people to actually afford housi ng.

And so, | think it's critically
I nportant that this -- this board
adopts Virginia' s Building Code to
fully conply with the 2024 | ECC.
That's really critical that we do
that. We're falling behind. There's
no good reason to be doi ng that
particularly if you are concerned with
housi ng affordability.

Thank you so nuch for your tine

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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t oday.

MR. SAWER  Thank you, M. Besa.

Next up we have M. Don Burke,
foll owed by Kinberly Dyke-Harsley, and
then M. Bill Penni man.

MR. BURKE: Yes, thank you. As I
mentioned earlier, I'"'ma longtine
resident of Virginia up in Al exandri a.
And |'m al so responding as a private
citizen.

Virginia's building codes are the
|l and that tinme forgot. We renmain
stuck at 2009 residential energy
efficiency levels for walls and air
| eakage infiltration, key neasures
t hat save energy and noney, inprove
confort and resiliency, and reduce
pollution. While the 2021 | ECC
significantly boosted an anpl e of
efficiency, Virginia decided to | eave
wal I s and air | eakage behi nd.

As for the current 2024 | ECC
standard, the DOE determ ned that it

saves honeowners noney, energy, and

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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reduces pol lution conpared to the 2018
|ECC. Virginia s Building Code should
fully conply with the | ECC by renoving
past weakeni ng anmendnents and
strengt hening efficiency codes beyond
the 2024 | ECC, especially since these
structural efficiencies |last the
lifetinme of the building.

For exanpl e, Appendi x CCG and RK
regardi ng making building ready for EV
char gi ng shoul d be made nandatory.
Despite what is heard in the
mai nstream nedi a, EV adoption
continues to grow and will eventually
becone the predom nant node of
powering our vehicles. Al nost
certainly wwthin the tinme span of the
bui | di ngs being built now.

| mproving energy efficiency is
nmore crucial than ever due to high
energy prices and the need to reduce
climate inpacts. Virginia |law
requires the building code to foll ow

nati onal standards for energy

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

19

PROCEEDI NGS
conservation and HV2227 fromthe 2021
| egi sl ati ve session requires
consi derati on of adopting efficiency
standards at |east as stringent as the
| at est | ECC.

Bui | der consent or opposition is
not a relevant factor. How nuch
| onger will Virginia be lost in tinme
by ignoring the | aw, nodel buil ding
codes, and gl obal trends all of which
wi Il benefit honmeowners and the
residents of Virginia now and in the
future through | ower cost, |ess
energy, and | ess pollution?

Thank you.

CHAI R BERBERT: All right. Thank
you, M. Burke.

MR. SAWER  Next up, we have
Ms. Kinberly Dyke-Harsley foll owed by
M. Bill Penniman. And if anybody
would i ke to speak on the USBC and is
online, please put your nane on the
chat .

M5. DYKE- HARSLEY: Greetings. M

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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nanme i s Kinberly Dyke-Harsley. |'m
here today for the public hearing
referencing Code of Virginia Title 36
for housing, Section 36-98, where it
says, "The building code shall
supersede those codes and regul ati ons
of the counties and mnunicipalities,
ot her political subdivisions, and
state agencies."”

So |l look at Title 6 of the
Virginia Adm ni strative Code for
Agency 15. Chapter 40 Section 1160c,
as in Charlie, says, "Heat shall be
equal |y distributed in all roons so
that a tenperature no | ess than 65
degrees is maintained."

“"Air-conditioning for nechani cal
ventilation systens -- pardon ne --
such as electric fans shall be
provi ded when the tenperature exceeds
85 degrees.” | even think it's
agai nst the | aw where your pet can't
be outside in such extrene heat or

cold tenperatures. Wat nore for

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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hurmans?

6- 15- 45870 says, "Well-ventil ated
and when the tenperature exceeds 85
degrees, nmechanical air circulation
shal | be provided."

So | would like you as a board to
ensure that, | don't knowif | need to
reach out to Departnent of Ceneral
Services as the enforcer of this code
for these nmen and wonen behi nd t hese
wal I s, they have to have circul ated
air in this extrene heat and extrene
col d.

Unfortunately, the bill that was
pushed -- brought to del egacy made it
to the governor's desk and | do
under stand that Governor Youngki n had
to | ook at the appropriated noney.

And a study needs to be done. But |
mean, how | ong do we need to study the
effects of extrenme heat and extrene
cold on human bei ngs?

One |l egislator nade a reference

to the mlitary and how they were

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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expected to endure. That's true.
They don't have COPD, heart ill ness,
hi gh bl ood pressure, asthma, and
certainly they have i nsurance to cover
those things. So that really wasn't
appropriate or in alignnment with what
our bill was hoping to push for sale
condi ti ons.

CHAI R BERBERT: Thank you, M.
Dyke-Harsl ey. Your tinme has expired.

M5. DYKE- HARSLEY: Ch, |'m so
sorry. Thank you. You all have a
great day.

CHAI R BERBERT: You, too. Thank

you.
MR. SAWER  Next up, we have
M. Bill Penniman.
MR. PENNI MAN:  Good norning. |I'm
Wl liam Penniman. |'ma nenber of the

Energy Sub-work group in which I'ma
vol unteer representative of the
Virginia chapter. The Sierra d ub.
This is the third building code cycle

in which |I've actively partici pat ed.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Just a few brief points. First,
maxi m zing energy efficiency in new
dwel lings is a snart and necessary
investnent for Virginia and its
residents and it will be increasingly
I nportant as energy costs and gl obal
tenperatures rise, and as power
out ages threaten people in hones that
are poorly insul ated.

As with the IECC -- as with each
| ECC update since 2009, the U S.
Departnent of Energy has docunent ed
that fully inplenenting the 2024 | ECC
W || save residents nobney every year
during their occupancy whet her new
or -- whether initial or later
occupants, even after considering the
i ncrenental costs of nortgages
attri butable to conpli ance.

A full 1ECC conpliance will also
reduce air pollution, inprove indoor
confort, reduce the need for utilities
to raise rates, and increase

resiliency during periods of outages.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Unfortunately, Virginia has failed to
fully conply with the I ECC for well
over a decade. It is vital that the
Board renove all past weakeni ng
anmendnents. The nost significant ones
In the case of residential has to do
wth residential walls and insul ation
and air infiltration which have been
behi nd the | ECC standards since 2012.

These efficiency standards are
especi ally inportant because they
restrict air and tenperature novenent
t hrough a building s envel ope. And
because they're structural, they wll
|l ast for the life of the building
benefitting everyone, not just the
initial owners. The | ECC has
reaffirmed the value and practicality
of these standards for wall insulation
and infiltration in five updates from
2012 to 2024. It even strengthened
the wall insulation standard beyond
2012 | evel s and 2021.

The 2024 | ECC actually | owers

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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construction costs conpared to the
2021 I ECC by offering buil ders nore
flexibility to inplenment alternative
conbi nations of efficient neasures.
However, that greater flexibility is
predi cated on full adoption of the
| ECC -- IECC s prescripted standards,
not on continued use of outdated
st andar ds addi ng --

CHAI R BERBERT: Thank you,

M. Penni man.

MR, PENNI MAN.  -- nake nmatters
worse, not better. Thank you.

CHAI R BERBERT: Thank you.

MR. SAWER  Before we go on to
t he next one, is there anybody else in
the roomwho would |ike to speak on
the Uni form Statew de Buil di ng Code?

MR JONES: | would. | believe
t he energy code has gotten to be too
conplicated and difficult --

MR. SAWER  Real quick. Could
you pl ease state your nane?

MR JONES: Ch, ny nane is Joshua

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Jones. |I'mwth Henrico Building
| nspecti ons.

MR. SAWER  Thank you.

MR JONES: | believe the energy
code has gotten too difficult to build
and too difficult to inplenent and too
difficult to inspect. The additional
energy efficiency options have been an
extrenme chal l enge for buil ders and
I nspectors to keep up with. They
require additional planning at the
front end of the construction cycle
that they' re not necessarily able to
fully make deci sions on right away.

Peopl e may be in gear about
whet her they want to do a traditional
crawml space, for exanple. That's
sonet hi ng that people go back and
forth maki ng that kind of change. |If
they are planning on having the fully
encl osed bui |l di ng envel ope opti on,

t hey woul d have to make a change t hat
they may not be able to fully

I npl enent .

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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And it |ooks like that's going to
get nore conplicated in the 2024 | ECC
They have gone to a table R408. 2.

They have given a full checklist of
points that we've been trying to get a
head start on and it's getting to be
extrenely difficult. | think that's
pushi ng people away from able to just
foll ow a checklist and neet sonething
that's energy efficient and it is
going to require nore expensive
options as far as additional prograns
that they have to buy, additional
contracting services they have to go
to.

And that's ny issue with it.
think that the energy efficiency
options are sonething that should go.
That's it.

CHAI R BERBERT: Thank you.

MR. SAWER | believe that
concl udes for the comment on the
Uni f or m Bui | di ng Code.

Does anybody online wish to

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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provi de conment on the Virginia
Amusenent Devi ce Regul ati ons?

Anybody wi sh to provide conment
on the Industrialized Building Safety
Regul ati ons?

Anybody online wish to provide
conmment on the Virginia Certification
St andar ds?

Anybody wi sh to provide coment
on the Virginia Manuf actured Hone
Saf ety Regul ati ons?

Before | give it back to
M. Chair, does anybody el se online or
in the roomw sh to provide conment on
any of the six reqgulations we're
di scussi ng today?

M. Chair, | don't believe we
have anybody el se that w shes to
provi de conment.

CHAI R BERBERT: All right.

Since we have no further comment,
we wi |l go ahead and concl ude the
public hearing. Al coments will be

t aken under advi senent by the Board.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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I would |Iike to reenphasi ze that any
witten statenents received wll be
consi dered by the Board as well.
Thank you, everyone, for the
i nformati on and participating today.
MR. SAWER  And we are
adj our ned?
CHAI R BERBERT: OCh, yes. Sorry.

We are adjourned fromthe hearing.

NOTE: This concludes the July
14, 2025, neeting of the Virginia
Board of Housing and Conmunity
Devel opnent Public Hearing.

(Hearing concluded at 10:25 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF VIRA NI A )
SSs.
COUNTY OF RI CHMOND )

I, JUAN ORTEGA, a Notary Public
wthin and for the State of Virginia,
do hereby certify:

THAT SAI D PROCEEDI NGS is a
transcript of the Board of Housing and
Communi ty Devel opnent Public Heari ng,
when held on July 14, 2025, at 10: 00
a.m in Gen Alen, Virginia.

| further certify this is a true
and accurate transcript to the best of
nmy ability to hear and understand the
proceedi ngs and other incidents of the
hearing herein as set down to the best
of ny ability.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 28th day of July,

C}M@@

JUAN ORTEGA CCR
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